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Summary 
 
During July, we deployed additional Iridium GPS collars on two lions, one male 
and one female, in the Kafwala area. We conducted track counts in the Kafwala 
area, as well as in the regions of Mushingashi Open Area, McBride’s Camp, 
Leopard Lodge and Kabanga Gate. Lastly, the lead researcher hosted visits from 
supervisors, Dr Luke Hunter of Panthera and Dr Justin O’Riain of the University 
of Cape Town. 
 
Fieldwork 
 
Lion collaring 
 
The first week of July was spent in the Lufupa area of the park, during which 
time we located and observed the Lufupa Pride on a regular basis. Thereafter, on 
7 July, we moved to Kafwala Camp for a few days to conduct track counts in 
that area. While we were at Kafwala, we were able to collar two new lions. The 
first was an adult female, F072 (see Figure 1), who we located on the main road 
near the Kafwala junction. She was accompanied by three subadults, two males 
and one female.  
 

 
 



     

 

Figure 1. Kafwala female F072 prior to the fitment of a GPS Iridium collar. 
 
The same evening, 8 July, we located and collared a mature adult male, M073, 
on the Kafwala South Loop. This male was following a single adult lioness when 
we found him. The movements of these two lions from 8 July until 3 August are 
presented in Figure 2.  
 

 
Figure 2. GPS locations for F072 (white) and M073 (green) for the period 8 July 2012 to 3 August 
2012. Yellow grid squares are 200km2 in extent. 
 
We would like to thank Dr Wigganson Matandiko and Robin Lines of the Zambia 
Carnivore Program for their invaluable assistance in enabling and carrying out 
the two collaring operations. 
 
Track counts 
 
During August we conducted a total of eight track transects, covering 
approximately 200km of road. The transects were conducted in the Kafwala 
area, as well as in the east of the northern sector of Kafue, in the regions of 
Mushingashi, McBride’s Camp and Leopard Lodge. Most of the transects yielded 
signs of lions, although in many cases the tracks were not recent. We also 
conducted one transect on the Moshi Road, south of Kabanga gate. These data 
will be collated with those from track counts still to be conducted this season, 
and added to our database from 2010 and 2011 for analysis purposes. 



     

 

 
 
The remained of the month of July was dedicated to hosting two of the projet 
supervisors, Dr Luke Hunter, President of Panthera, and Dr Justin O’Riain, 
Deputy-Dean of the University of Cape Town’s Science faculty. Both of these 
gentlemen were in Kafue for the first time, and were highly impressed by the 
scale and wilderness of the park. Their input and ideas will be most valuable in 
the future work of the KLP, and we thank them for taking the time to visit. We 
further extend thanks to Mr James Milanzi, Regional Manager for ZAWA, for the 
generous waiver of park fees for these visitors. We are sure their input will be of 
great benefit to Kafue and ZAWA as well. 
 
Work for August 
 
During August we are planning on conducting more track counts, mainly in the 
areas around Hook Bridge as well as Musanza and Kapinga Camps. We are 
planning a total 21 transects during the month. In addition, if the opportunity 
presents, we plan to conduct call-up calibrations, as well as deploy our last two 
GPS Iridium collars, preferably on lions in the Moshi area of the KNP. 


