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Summary 
 
August was a busy month for the KLP. We completed 19 track count surveys, 
covering about 400km of transects. With the assistance of the Zambia Carnivore 
Program, we deployed a further two satellite collars, and recovered a VHF collar. 
Lastly, we removed a snare from a lioness in the Papyrus Pride and treated her 
wounds, hopefully saving her and her two young cubs. 
 
Fieldwork 
 
Lion collaring 
 
On 8 August, at the end of a track count near Moshi Bridge, we were able to 
locate one of the collared Lufupa males, M037. He was with M043, the Lufupa 
male with a VHF collar, as well as a female from the Moshi Pride. In the evening, 
we returned, and were able to attract the female across the Moshi Stream using 
a buffalo call. Dr Wigganson Matandiko of the Zambia Carnivore Program darted 
her for us, and we fitted her with an Iridium GPS collar. Her movements to date 
(see Figure 1.) appear to confirm our suspicion that the Moshi Pride fills the gap 
between the Lufupa and Treeline Prides.  
 

 
Figure 1. Moshi female F077 (yellow) filling the space between Lufupa females F039 & F053 (blue 
and purple) and Treeline female F028 (pink). 



     

 

 
Two days later we were able to relocate M043, the VHF-collared Lufupa male, 
and replace his collar with a satellite GPS collar as well. This should have been 
our final collaring for the year. However, a week later, we received notification 
from the hunting operators in the Kasonso-Busanga GMA, advising us that they 
had shot a collared lion. It turned out to be M048, the Lushimba male. We have 
now recovered the collar from the operator, and, as it should still have a year of 
battery life left, we intend to re-deploy it on another male lion.  
 
We also have some bad news about the Lufupa Pride. After not seeing them, 
except for one female, F039, for a period of about 5 weeks, the pride returned to 
the Lufupa area around the 20th of August. Unfortunately they had no cubs with 
them, and we suspect that none of the 10 cubs they had with them in July have 
survived. What happened to the cubs will remain a mystery, but the females 
were seen mating with Lufupa males towards the end of the month. One of the 
females, F007, has yet to be seen, so we are hopeful that she may still have one 
or two surviving cubs. 
 
Track counts 
 
During August we conducted 19 track count/occupancy survey transects, 
covering a total distance of about 400km. The counts were carried out in the 
areas of Kapinga Island, Musanza Camp, Moshi and Hook Bridge.  
 
Snare removal 
 
On 13 August we were on the Busanga Plains, and located the Papyrus Pride for 
the first time in the season. The initial excitement was soon tempered when we 
realised that F020, the uncollared female, had a wire snare around her neck 
which had already cut very deeply into her flesh. To make matters worse, we 
noted that she was lactacting, and shortly saw two young cubs of about 3 
months of age in the long grass with her. 
 
Upon returning to camp, we began trying to contact Dr Matandiko. We managed 
to get in touch with him, and he agreed that he would be able to get to the 
Busanga Plains in the evening the next day.  
 
On the morning of 15 August, we set out at 5:00 to try and locate the pride 
again, although the satellite collar on F021 had shown the previous evening that 
they were in an inaccessible area of the Papyrus swamp. However, shortly 
before 7:00 we got lucky and located the pride in an area that we could access 
easily, about 2km south of their position from the previous evening. 
 
After successfully immobilising the snared female, Dr Matandiko set to work on 
debriding and suturing her wound. It was hard work as the cut was extremely 
deep, as much as 7cm under her neck. After about 1,5 hours, during which time 
the anaesthetic had to be topped up, the final suture was put in and the drugs 
reversal administered. 



     

 

 
The lioness was seen twice over the next few days, and although she had 
scratched out a lot of the suturing, there was no sign of infection. The most 
recent sighting of her was on 31 August, and the observers advised us that she 
was looking a lot better, and that it appeared that she was still lactating, so we 
are hopeful that the cubs survived as well. 
 

 
Figure 2. The wound to the neck of F020, with the wire clearly visible prior to removal. The 
average circumference of the neck of female lions collared thus far in Kafue is 62cm. The 
circumference of the snare was measured at 44cm. 
 
We would like to thank all parties involved in the rescue operation, including 
Lufupa Camp, Mukambi Lodge, Mukambi Plains Camp, Namib Sky, UAC and 
especially Dr Matandiko of the Zambia Carnivore Program. 
 
 
Work for September 
 
The focus of the project for September is the running of another 20 track count 
transects, which will complete this particular survey for 2012. We also hope to 
redeploy the collar that was recovered from M048 onto one of the Treetops 
Males, M005 or M006. 


