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Abstract 
 
July 2011 was a month where not a great deal of fieldwork was conducted, with 
two main reasons. For the first week of the month the PI was confined to camp 
with a back injury following a fall during fieldwork in June. Secondly, the PI took 
a week of leave towards the end of the month. During the rest of the month, we 
conducted 22 call-ups, 7 track counts and 5 prey counts, and spent 4-5 days in 
the Musanza/Busanga area trying to locate collared lions. We managed to locate 
and download the collar of the Busanga male, M016, during this period. 
 
Fieldwork 
 
Call-up surveys 
 
During July, we continued our call-up survey for 2011. We had initially planned 
to conduct approximately 50 stations in the first three weeks of the month, but 
due to the PI being incapacitated by a back injury, followed by the non-
availability of a scout for escort duties due to staff shortages at Chunga. We 
therefore managed to complete 22 stations, from 12 to 17 July. This takes the 
total completed for the year to 41 stations, with another 31 still to be 
completed, hopefully during August. The results of the stations completed so far 
are presented in Table 1, and the locations in Figure 1.  
 
 Male Female Unknown 
Adult 3 13 0 
Sub-adult 4 1 4 
Juvenile 2 2 3 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 9 16 7 
 
Table 1. Age and sex classes of lions responding to call-ups during survey CS02. 
 
Although we completed 22 stations during July, we only added 4 lions (3 adult 
males, 1 adult female) to the tally observed during August. In fact, of the 22 
stations surveyed in July, 17 had no large carnivore response whatsoever. Of the 
remaining 5, lions responded at 2, and leopard and hyaena arrived at another 3, 
with wild dogs responding at one of the lion response stations. In total, in 
addition to the lions, CS02 has so far produced 5 leopards, 14 spotted hyaenas 
and 4 wild dogs. 
 
We aim to complete CS02 by the end of August, or during the first week of 
September, depending on resource availability, as well as the schedules of 
hunting operators on whose boundaries we still need to complete stations. 



      

 

 
Figure 1. Lion responses during the first 41 stations of CS02. Area shown is north of the M9 tar 
road. Red “L” label indicates station with lion response, green pin indicates no lion response. 
 
Track counts and prey counts 
 
During the period while we were conducting call-up surveys, we also performed 
track and prey counts on a daily basis in the same areas where we had 
completed the call-ups during the night. These data will be analysed along with 
those collected in further surveys to be completed during the rest of the season. 
Of interest though is that we did not record a single large carnivore track on the 
western boundary of the KNP during our track counts there, and in 25km of prey 
counts, we observed only 3 grey duiker. 
 
We are conducting regular track counts in the Lufupa area, where we have 
established 2 transects of 20km each that will be surveyed repeatedly over the 
remainder of the dry season. 
 
Collared lions 
 
Since the end of the wet season, we have only managed to locate 3 of the 6 
lions that we collared in 2010. Of these 3, the collar on the Busanga female, 
F019, has a battery that is failing, and we were therefore unable to download 
her data. This collar needs to be removed in order for us to obtain this data. We 
have yet to locate the Musanza male, although we have spent a lot of time 



      

 

radio-tracking in the area that he frequented in 2010. We have as yet been 
unable to access the area used by the Papyrus Pride, but hope to locate these 
animals in August once their home range area dries up further. 
 
The collars which we have downloaded are for the Treeline female, F028 (on 5 
June 2011) and the Busanga male, M016 (on 17 July 2011). The movements of 
these 2 cats are represented in Figures 2 and 3 respectively.  
 

 
 
Figure 2. Movements of Treeline female F028. Blue line: 04/09/2010 to 30/11/2010; yellow line 
01/12/2010 to 28/02/2011; red line 01/03/2011 to 31/05/2011; and green line 01/06/2011 to 
05/06/2011.  
 
While these data have not yet been analysed in any detail using GIS, it is 
noticeable how the range utilised by F028 in particular has shifted from the dry 
season to the wet. The number of times that she has crossed the Lufupa River, 
especially during the wet season, is also of interest. From personal observation, 
the river is a significant obstacle during this period, and would much swimming 
would be required to make such crossings. The reason for taking such risks are 
not immediately apparent.  
 
Although M016 does not make as dramatic a shift between the seasons, it is 
nevertheless clear that much of his territorial patrolling takes place further away 
from the Lufupa River during the wet season than during the dry. This would be 



      

 

as a result of the river spilling its banks and creating an extended floodplain 
during the wet months. Once we received our GIS software, we will be able to 
conduct more in-depth analyses of these movements.  
 
A further note of interest is the overlap between F028 and M016 when they both 
move away from Musanza Camp in a north easterly direction towards the Moshi 
Road. Their movements during this period are almost identical, which may 
possibly indicate mating having taken place. However, this was during February 
2011 (they reached their furthest point east on 26 February), and when F028 
was seen on 5 June, she had no cubs and showed no signs of lactating, so if 
mating did occur, she either did not conceive, or she lost the cubs. 
 

 
Figure 2. Movements of Busanga male M016. Blue line: 02/09/2010 to 30/11/2010; yellow line 
01/12/2010 to 28/02/2011; red line 01/03/2011 to 31/05/2011; and green line 01/06/2011 to 
17/07/2011.  
 
New lions 
 
We have added some new lions in the Lufupa area to our database, being F040, 
F041 and F042, 2 adult lionesses and one subadult, who have been seen a 
number of times in the area between Musekwa Stream and Lufupa Camp. We 
have also added a new male, M042, who has been seen at various times either 
together with M037 and M038, or just with M038. This appears to be a fluid 
coalition with the 3 members joining and splitting up at random. During July we 



      

 

finally managed to photograph M037, and have added him, along with the other 
new additions, to our photographic and ID sheet database. 
 

 
Figure 3. Male lion M043 of the Lufupa Coalition. 
 
We have also recently received reports of a new male lion being observed on the 
Busanga Plains, but have yet to confirm whether he is already known to the KLP 
or whether he is another new animal to us. 
 
Work for August 
 
Our workplan for August includes continuing with track counts on the two 
transects that we have established to the north and south of Lufupa Camp. We 
also plan on resuming our call-ups on 13 August, and completing the survey by 
the end of the month, resources permitting. Lastly, with the Busanga Plains 
drying up, we hope to locate and download the collars of the Papyrus male and 
female, as well as the Musanza male in the central Musanza area. 


