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Russel Friedman passed away from a heart attack on the morning 

of 4 February 2018 while biking in Johannesburg with some of his 

good friends. He was a much-loved, remarkable person, and his 

sudden and unexpected death was a shock and a great loss for his 

numerous friends and associates, not only in southern Africa, but 

all around the world.

Russel was a true safari stalwart and champion – the longest-serving 

of Wilderness Safaris’ three original co-founders, Trustee of the 

Wilderness Wildlife Trust, a core member of the Vulture Study Group 

(known from then on as “Vulcha”), an avid mountain biker and 

passionate patron of the Tour de Wilderness mountain biking events. 

He was also a brilliant photographer, an adventurous traveller, and a 

fun-loving, loyal and committed friend and family man. 

Russel joined Wilderness in 1984 and played a pivotal part in 

its growth and development. He became a Board member of 

Children in the Wilderness when it began in 2001, succeeding 

Malcolm McCulloch as Chairman in 2013. It was at Children in 

the Wilderness that he gained another nickname, fondly known 

as “Papa Smurf” across the organisation.

Through all Russel’s travels, he made friends with guests and 

donors from far and wide, spreading the stories of the Wilderness 

Trust and Children in the Wilderness, and raising thousands of 

dollars to ensure their sustainability and success. 

Russel knew that in order for conservation to be successful, it 

was vital to ensure that the people living in or adjacent to 

wilderness areas directly benefitted from ecotourism as well. 

He was a passionate advocate of community partnerships and 

the development of future generations’ capacity to protect and 

better understand the joy and economic benefit of protected 

wilderness.

He made an incredible contribution to the empowerment of 

Africa’s people and the protection of its wilderness areas and 

will be enormously missed, not only by his family (wife Bonnie 

and daughter Gabi) but by many in the vulture conservation 

community, the bookdealer and publishing world, the cycling 

fraternity and of course, several generations of Children in  

the Wilderness and Wilderness Safaris employees whom he 

mentored and guided – always with the best and most generous 

intentions. 

After some 34 years of passionate commitment, Russel was 

still an integral part of the Wilderness family and business. He 

was often the company’s conscience in the areas of ethics, 

community and conservation. It is also with deep gratitude that 

we remember Russel and the role he played in our lives and the 

life of the community and company. His love of life, passion for 

conservation and his immense integrity will be missed by all who 

knew him. 

Hamba Kahle, Russel

R U S S E L  F R I E D M A N
–  A  T R I B U T E  –
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TRIBUTES

The tributes below from friends and colleagues sum up the 

impact Russel had on so many lives. 

In 1977, while working in the Magazine Centre in downtown 

Johannesburg, Russel brought his business and management 

skills to the Vulture Study Group (VSG). He drove the fundraising 

initiatives that put the VSG on the map. His many contacts were 

brought in to add a professional touch to the VSG, including 

the free design of its distinctive logo, and vulture cartoons by 

Dov Fedler. Russel walked the talk, climbing the cliffs of the 

Magaliesberg to execute his own project on the Cape Vulture, 

and provided board and lodging for ‘Bonaparte,’ the famous one-

winged ambassador for the species, who changed numerous 

hearts and minds about vultures and their role in ecosystems.

In March 1979, Russel and Bonnie, John and Amy Ledger and 

Peter Mundy travelled to the USA to participate in the First 

International Symposium on Vultures, held at the Santa Barbara 

Museum of Natural History in California. Russel had many friends 

in the USA, and we stayed with a couple of them in New York. 

Russel would not let us sleep after our early morning arrival at JFK 

airport, instead taking us on a tour of downtown bookstores. The 

only problem was that it was St Patrick’s Day, and New Yorkers 

were on the rampage, wearing green wigs, drinking green beer, 

and almost crushing the bewildered little bunch of South Africans 

underfoot as they surged through the streets!

Russel had the personality and confidence to move with 

ease among scientists and academics, and participated in 

many conferences and meetings where he contributed to the 

conversations on research and conservation of vultures. He 

became an outstanding wildlife photographer, and used his 

knowledge of the book industry to co-publish The Vultures of 

Africa, now a much sought-after collector’s item. He led by 

example, a modest and unpretentious person, who was happy 

to drive a little brown Datsun 1200 bakkie for many years, while 

having the strength to stand up to Anglo American when they 

wanted the Magazine Centre building for their new headquarters. 

Russel stood firm, and won the showdown.

May you soar on high with the big birds, dear friend.

Dr John Ledger – Trustee, Wilderness Trust; past Director, 

Endangered Wildlife Trust; past Chairman, Vulture Study Group

I have tried and failed to encapsulate my thoughts on Russel in a 

simple phrase – ‘unsung hero’ doesn’t quite do it; ‘relentless voice 

of reason’ is nearer the mark, but neither adequately explain just 

how passionate he was. He was the man I instinctively contacted 

for advice. He didn’t always tell me what I wanted to hear but 

the years invariably eventually proved him right. He showed us 

all that passion, which helped build up the incredible company he 

was instrumental in growing, needed to be tempered with sound 

planning and long-term vision. I have too many memories to 

share, but in recent years his support was absolutely instrumental 

in keeping Liwonde’s small black rhino population alive. It was all 

very low key and typically Russel; quietly effective support and 

action. Pam and I will really miss him. He was a mentor, a friend, 

a wise old man and a lot of fun. 

Chris Badger – Central African Wilderness Safaris (CAWS), Malawi 

A giant has fallen too soon! I was privileged to have shared many 

special moments with Russel during my time with Wilderness 

Safaris. His love for cycling and the Tour meant he was always 

available to help me with any issues or ideas that needed some 

reflection. I will often think of our conversations, with his advice 

and the way he pushed me to reach further and develop the 

courage to stand up for myself. We both shared a great love for 

the bush and passion for the preservation of our wilderness areas. 

His knowledge and experience guided me through tough times and 

reminded me that anything is possible; we just have to try. There is 

definitely a void left in our team; however, we will fondly remember 

his teachings, jokes and passion for cycling and conservation. 

Nicola Harris – Nedbank Tour de Tuli Tour Director

On 1 February, I was blessed to meet Russel Friedman just a few 

days before his passing. I had heard only good stories about him 

and his passion for communities and conservation. On meeting 

this inspirational man, I was motivated to do more; his life story 

will be my driving force as I continue to work with Children in the 

Wilderness and its communities. 

Shuvanayi Taruvinga  – Children in the Wilderness Zambezi 

Administrative Assistant
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This picture epitomises Russel – so happy on his bicycle riding 

the Nedbank Tour de Tuli in aid of Children in the Wilderness; a 

programme so close to his heart. I first met Russel in the late 1990s 

when my husband, Ron, first joined Wilderness Safaris and even 

then, he was known as “The Wise One.” When I joined Children 

in the Wilderness in 2007, I was lucky enough to accompany 

Russel and Sue Snyman to Malawi to visit the Children in the 

Wilderness and H.E.L.P. Malawi programmes there (and I saw my 

first Pel’s fishing-owl!). From then on, he was always around to 

offer encouragement and advice; I really respected his integrity 

and leadership. 

Sue Goatley – Children in the Wilderness Zambezi Community 

Liaison and Programme Coordinator

Russel always had an incredible interest and was an enthusiastic 

participant in the lives of both colleagues and friends. He was 

always tuned in and revelled in the marvellous mysteries of 

nature and the world around him. He loved sharing ideas about 

education and his first Children in the Wilderness camp set him 

on a journey that, over time, has made a difference to the lives 

of so many children. It was a privilege to join him in his quest 

for learning and developing new ideas that would in some way 

have an impact on children who in the future will be the new 

ambassadors for our planet. Russel travelled light, he paddled 

upstream and his energy and vision took us all with him to new 

possibilities and opportunities for children. His legacy is in the 

Children of the Wilderness of tomorrow.

Jan Mallen – Children in the Wilderness South Africa Board 

member 

I have known Russel for 45 years, meeting him in 1973 as a young, 

second-year university student. I vividly remember Rus, together 

with Peter Mundy, Steven Piper and John Ledger, roping us in (with 

beers as the reward) to ring newly-fledged Cape vulture chicks on 

some of those sheer cliffs in the Magaliesberg mountains. I was 

just 19 years old at the time and Rus a few years my senior. The 

intent of this exercise was to collect data for their pioneering new 

study to find out why the vulture numbers were plummeting. In 

those days, climbing sheer, slippery cliffs and attaching multi-

coloured rings to the legs of newly-hatched vultures was both 

revolutionary and terrifying. The information gathered from this 

ground-breaking study helped to work out the vulture migration 

patterns; inspired vulture restaurants and ultimately led to their 

conservation. I remember Russel being at the heart of this of this 

ground-breaking non-profit organisation that certainly made its 

mark on science, playing the pivotal role to preserve a bird that up 

until then had little perceived conservation value.

Colin Bell – co-founder of Wilderness Safaris; Natural Selection

A  S H A D O W  H A S 
P A S S E D  A N D  T H E 
F O R E S T  F E L L  S I L E N T

S O A R  H I G H ,  F R I E N D
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The Wilderness Wildlife Trust supports a wide variety of conservation 

projects in Africa within the categories of wildlife management, research 

and education. These projects address the needs of existing wildlife 

populations, seek solutions to save endangered species and provide 

education and training for local people and their communities. 
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The Wilderness Wildlife Trust, an independent entity within the 

Wilderness Safaris Group, was formed in the late 1980s when it 

was understood that Wilderness Safaris could only do so much 

for conservation in the course of its day-to-day activities and 

needed a dedicated vehicle to take matters further. More funds 

and a greater reach were needed in order for overall conservation 

activities to be more effective. Accordingly, it was decided 

that an independent entity that facilitated fundraising and the 

disbursement of the monies to deserving projects would mean 

that, both directly and indirectly, Wilderness could assist more 

people, wildlife and places. 

The relationship between Wilderness Safaris and the Trust is 

therefore symbiotic. In many projects supported financially by the 

Trust, Wilderness is able to contribute through logistics and in-

kind support (e.g. equipment; manpower; fuel; vehicle servicing; 

access; accommodation) to ensure the enhanced viability of the 

work. On the other hand, the fact that the Trust is independent 

also means that it is able to engage with projects beyond the 

geographic scope of Wilderness Safaris’ camps and concessions 

and ensure that conservation is the driving force. 

The Trust focuses its work in three key areas: 

• Research and conservation 

• Anti-poaching and management 

• Community empowerment and education 

Research and Conservation: These include ecological studies of 

specific species, transboundary movements, migration corridors 

and human-animal conflicts, interactions between species, and 

climate variability. Such studies are not science for the sake of 

science, but rather help to pave the way for better informed 

conservation management decisions and thus the sustainability 

of Africa’s wildlife and wilderness areas. 

Anti-poaching and Management: Hands-on management 

contributes to the survival of both individual species and their 

endangered habitats. The Trust supports a number of anti-

poaching entities and assists in further management initiatives, 

such as aerial surveys.

Community Empowerment and Education: Conservation of 

animals and plants is only as strong as the people who live in 

their vicinity. Without the engagement and involvement of such 

people, conservation is likely to exist only on paper. Therefore, 

educational and financial empowerment of local communities 

is the bedrock of the Trust, providing much-needed skills and 

knowledge to these communities.

The goal of the Trust is to make a difference to Africa, 

its wildlife and its people.

A B O U T  T H E  T R U S T
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Over the past year, the publicity regarding the decline of black 

and white rhino numbers has continued, as the poaching of these 

animals carries on unabated, particularly in South Africa. Our 

approach of creating a viable gene pool in Botswana for both 

species therefore remains extremely important; the Botswana 

Rhino Reintroduction Project thus maintained its momentum 

throughout 2017. While no translocations took place during the 

year, both black and white rhino populations are doing well in 

the Delta. We continue to support the ongoing research and 

wellbeing of these iconic and endangered mega-herbivores.

Our focus, of course, extends beyond the iconic to other 

threatened species in all regions; we support those who are trying 

to learn as much as possible about them, as well as finding further 

methods of ensuring that these species survive. The project on 

vultures in Botswana is extremely important as these masters 

of the sky continue to suffer mortality from poisoning incidents. 

Read more about this work in the Featured Project on page 14.

Several of the projects we have funded on a regular basis over the 

years continue to yield outstanding results, including our ongoing 

support of Save the Rhino Trust in Namibia, and the Hwange 

Scorpion Anti-Poaching Unit in Zimbabwe.

Our sustained support of Children in the Wilderness has enabled 

them to expand their programmes across all the regions of 

southern Africa. 

A number of years ago, we began to support students through 

the awarding of educational bursaries. This has been incredibly 

successful with a number of long-term students achieving their 

PhD and Master’s degrees. 

We would like to thank our new partners, Empowers Africa in 

the USA, who generously administer and receive funds through 

their 501(c) organisation. More especially we would like to once 

again thank all our incredible donors who have been extremely 

generous in their support for the work we are doing in the 

Wilderness Wildlife Trust. Without your donations we would not 

be able to support many of our important projects.

We would also like to thank Wilderness Safaris for its continued 

support, including the inputs of the Marketing Team, who have 

tirelessly assisted in many ways such as the production of this 

report. Thanks also go to the many helpers who volunteer 

their time to the Trust: Chris Roche, Ilana Stein, Ulrike Howard-

Ginsberg, Richard van der Wel and Mari dos Santos, as well as to 

the continued support from Deloitte and Touche our auditors, 

legal work from Fasken Martineau, and Savage and Jooste, plus 

our printers LAW Print who have generously donated the printing 

of the report.

During the past year we continued to focus our efforts on the three main 

areas of wildlife research, anti-poaching and management, and community 

empowerment and education. In February 2018 we were devastated by 

the sudden and untimely passing of Russel Friedman, the inspiring and 

enthusiastic founder of the Wilderness Wildlife Trust. We are determined to 

continue the work of the Trust as a tribute and a legacy to this wonderful man.

F R O M  T H E  T R U S T E E S
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Botswana Projects 

 Botswana Rhino Conservation Project 22

 Botswana Springbok Conservation  24 
 Programme 

 KAZA Wild Dog Conservation Study 26

 Makgadikgadi Male Elephant Study 28

 Children in the Wilderness and  78 
 related programmes 

Namibia Project 

  Namibia Desert Elephant Conservation  30

 Namibia Desert Lion Conservation 32

 Save the Rhino Trust: Tracker Support 44

 Children in the Wilderness and  96 
 related programmes 

Malawi Projects 

H.E.L.P. Malawi Vehicle  53

Children in the Wilderness and 
related programmes  90

South Africa Projects

 Educational Bursaries 54

 Children in the Wilderness and  100 
 related programmes 

Rwanda Projects

Rwanda Shoebill Aerial Survey  34

Zambia Projects 

Kafue Large Carnivore Project  36

Kafue Elephant Study  38

Children in the Wilderness and related 
programmes  104

Zimbabwe Projects 

Hwange Elephant Movements Study  40

Hwange Scorpion Anti-Poaching Unit  48

Children in the Wilderness and related 
programmes  110

The Wilderness Wildlife Trust provided funding for 16 projects during 2017 

across seven African countries.

T R U S T  P R O J E C T  L O C A T I O N S  2 0 1 7
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  Wilderness Safaris guests & trade partners 

  Wilderness Safaris 

  WildlifeCampus royalties

 Research & Conservation 

 Anti-Poaching & Management 

 Community Empowerment & Education 

 Administration (Website; Annual Report) 

TRUST PROJECT LOCATIONS 2017

SOURCE 

OF FUNDS

DISBURSED  

FUNDS

87,07%
51,4% 

12,10%

19,5%

0,83%
26,9% 

2,2%

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON ALL PROJECTS = US$ 386 979 
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F E A T U R E D  
P R O J E C T
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Introduction 

Our Raptors Botswana team has made great progress on many 

fronts in our mission to learn more about vultures and ensure 

their future conservation in Botswana. Here we report on some 

highlights of our activities.

Breeding Ecology of Cape Vultures in the Tswapong Hills 

In 2017 Tsaone Goikantswemang started to monitor two Cape 

vulture colonies in the Tswapong Hills. All the trips made were 

successful, and on every visit all the nests were photographed 

and documented. During the fieldwork, hundreds of nests were 

identified and monitored from the nest stage to egg, chick and 

fledged chick stage. Tsaone and our team have done really well on 

these trips, as to view all the nesting sites involved lots of walking 

in extreme heat and difficult conditions. The preliminary results 

show that the Bonwalenong breeding site had the largest number 

of breeding pairs at 215. This may be due to the site having two 

cliff faces which the Cape vultures use for breeding. Manong Yeng 

breeding site has only one cliff, but still had 84 vulture pairs that 

attempted to breed. Tsaone presented her initial findings at the 

wildlife symposium in Maun in February 2018.

Breeding Patterns of White-backed Vultures and Raptors in 

Linyanti and Khwai 

Following the early- and mid-season surveys, conducted in June 

and August respectively, we did a third late-season nest survey 

around Linyanti on 26-27 September 2017 and in Khwai just 

afterwards. The aerial survey was piloted by Brian Bridges in a 

two-seater gyrocopter with Raptors Botswana team members 

as observers. Valuable logistical support and assistance was 

provided by Wilderness Safaris and Wild Act for these surveys. 

The aim was to determine the nesting numbers and locations of 

all raptors species seen in the wider Linyanti and Khwai regions of 

the Okavango Delta. 

The surveys repeated those done in 2006/7 and determined 

breeding success in 2017/8. Leungo Leepile has now, as part of 

his Master’s study, compared the wealth of information gathered 

over the different time periods to look at the status of breeding 

white-backed vultures today in the two regions. His results 

showed a 53.5% decrease in nesting pair numbers, from just 

below 100 pairs in 2006/7 to 46 in 2017/8, with a greater decline 

in Linyanti than in Khwai. In both areas breeding success was also 

significantly lower in 2017 than it was ten years ago, dropping 

from 62% to 36%. There is great concern that if recent poisoning 

rates continue, this population has a high probability of extinction 

in the next five to 13 years.

Vulture Movements 

There are presently 11 satellite transmitters on four vulture 

species (two hooded, one Cape, one white-headed and seven 

lappet-faced) which continue to give us valuable information. The 

hooded vultures continue to range in northern Botswana with 

occasional trip into Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The white-

headed vulture continues to determinedly remain almost entirely 

within the boundaries of the Central Kalahari Game Reserve, 

which is fascinating. The Cape vultures still often move into 

South Africa, going as far south as Kimberley and Bloemfontein. 

However they still tend to range around the eastern border of 

Botswana and remain in relatively close proximity to their main 

breeding areas. The lappet-faced vultures are by far the most 

adventurous and cover vast distances, travelling into South 

Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. 

 

The aim of this project is to ensure that vulture populations remain viable in both 

Botswana, and the rest of southern Africa, due to their transboundary movements.

B O T S W A N A  V U L T U R E  
C O N S E R V A T I O N  P R O J E C T

T H E  T E A M :  D R  G L Y N  M A U D E ,  D R  M O S E S  S E L E B A T S O ,  

D R  R I C H A R D  R E A D I N G ,  T S A O N E  G O I K A N T S W E M A N G ,  

L E U N G O  L E E P I L E ,  R E B E C C A  G A R B E T T ,  P E T E  H A N C O C K ,  T H A T O  M O E T I ,  

K G O M O T S O  M O T H I B I ,  M M O L O K I  K E I T E R E T S E  A N D  B A H I T I  T S H O S E .



17BOTSWANA VULTURE CONSERVATION PROJECT



18 WILDERNESS WILDLIFE TRUST ANNUAL REPORT 2018

Lappet-Faced Vulture Study 

Rebecca Garbett has led this study as part of her PhD, and is 

busy analysing the years of movement data collected. The most 

striking results have been the differences in home range sizes 

between breeding and non-breeding birds, which were found 

to be statistically different within the breeding season, but not 

outside of the breeding season. The incredibly large areas that 

lappet-faced vultures range over, and the numerous geographical 

and political boundaries they cross, pose a great conservation 

challenge. 

Rebecca is currently investigating habitat selection in relation 

to the use of protected areas across southern Africa. From an 

initial look at the number of GPS fixes of tracked birds in the 

protected areas of Botswana, it seems that breeding birds are 

utilising these areas more than non-breeding birds, particularly so 

within the breeding season. These results are already identifying 

the necessity of different conservation strategies for breeding 

and non-breeding populations where lappet-faced vultures are 

concerned. 

Community Engagement Team Activities

Our conservation education team continues to promote 

awareness in communities around Botswana about the 

importance of vultures, and the impact on these and other species 

of direct and indirect poisoning. So far our team has visited more 

than 15 communities to raise this issue, and recently expanded 

the kgotla sessions to communities such as Beetsha, Gonutsoga 

Kuke and D’kar.

During the last quarter of the year, the educational team organised 

an international vulture awareness day with the community of 

Disaneng ward in Maun. The day was well attended by community 

leaders, students and regular community members and was 

enjoyed by all. Our engagement team has also been working 

with children at schools (primary and junior) and colleges in the 

communities of Maun, Ghanzi, Motopi, Makalambedi and others. 

This work is in part done with the Environmental Education or 

Wildlife Clubs in the schools. Activities conducted with children 

have included games that incorporate learning about vulture 

nesting behaviours, ecology and the threats to vultures. 

None of our work would be possible without significant resources 

and support from a wide range of people and organisations, 

too numerous to mention all here. Our sincere thanks go to 

the Wilderness Wildlife Trust and Wilderness Safaris for their 

continued support. 
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R E S E A R C H  & 
C O N S E R V A T I O N
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For the past year the Botswana Rhino Reintroduction Project 

has been prioritising the continuation of and furthering the 

development of our field monitoring operations. Other operators 

and rhino monitoring entities, including Rhino Conservation 

Botswana, have been increasing their rhino monitoring within 

the Okavango Delta and due to the experience of the Botswana 

Rhino Reintroduction Project officers, we have been engaged 

in regular training of these new monitoring officers. Our team 

has led the training in day-to-day field operations, proper and 

accurate monitoring, ensuring minimal disturbance to animals 

during monitoring, and the correct data recording format.

To develop our monitoring activities further and to extend our 

range into difficult-to-access areas, we have been expanding 

the use of remote camera traps. The camera traps are giving 

us valuable information on rhinos and are playing an especially 

crucial role in monitoring of mothers and calves, as they enable 

us to gather information with intermittent disturbance upon the 

area that the rhinos use. 

We carried out a large-scale darting operation to give unique 

identity ear notches and insert microchips into animals born in 

the Okavango Delta. Having so many animals born wild in the 

last few years shows how successful the entire Botswana Rhino 

Reintroduction Project has been since its inception. 

We are pleased to announce the recent births that we have had 

over the last few months as well. We have had two new black 

rhino births; one to Botshelo and one to Masego. Two of the 

white rhino females that are always together gave birth around 

the same time earlier this year. Both Uma and Lerumo have 

10-month-old calves and are proving to be very affectionate 

mothers. The wild populations of both reintroduced black rhino 

and white rhino populations in the Okavango are being protected 

to the highest international standards, and field monitoring 

operations are conducted 365 days a year.

The successful reintroduction and monitoring of black and white rhino in 

northern Botswana thanks to collaborative conservation efforts between 

Wilderness Safaris, Wilderness Wildlife Trust, Botswana’s Department of 

Wildlife and the Botswana Government.

B O T S W A N A  R H I N O 
C O N S E R V A T I O N  P R O J E C T 

C O O R D I N A T O R :  K A I  C O L L I N S
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The study investigates factors contributing to the springbok 

population decline in the southern Kalahari of Botswana, by 

studying seasonal recruitment rates, habitat selection, and diet, 

leading to applied actions aimed at conserving the springbok 

population of Botswana. Very little research has been conducted 

on springbok ecology, and no studies have utilised GPS-enabled 

collars to research spatial ecology in this part of southern Africa.

Fieldwork is going well with good progress being made. Vegetation 

in the pans and off-pan areas has been sampled, as well as where 

the study herds have visited, with the vegetation characteristics 

in those patches recorded to identify factors that determine 

habitat and forage selection. Data has been collected over nine 

months and analysis will begin as soon as 12 months of data has 

been collected, for seasonal comparison. Springbok recruitment 

rates and the age structure of many springbok herds and lambing 

periods have been recorded.

To date, five collars have been deployed on springbok: four 

in the Kalahari Transfrontier Park (KTP), and one in a wildlife 

management area (WMA) outside the park. As far as is known, 

these are the first collars to be deployed on springbok anywhere, 

and the movement information has been fascinating to see. Two 

of the collars were deployed late last year and both animals made 

interesting movements between the KTP and the surrounding 

WMAs north and north-east of the park. Outside the park it has 

been difficult to deploy collars on herds, as they are too shy to get 

close enough to dart and collar them. However, efforts continue 

and it is hoped to that more collars can be deployed during the 

course of the year.

The next step is community engagement. The Community 

Engagement Team has already made a reconnaissance visit to the 

project site and has identified a library, some primary schools, 

and potential trusts to start the engagement and environmental 

education programmes. 

Initial results on the movement patterns of springbok, and 

the behaviour of the herds outside the park, demonstrate the 

importance of the areas used by communities, and the possible 

effects of hunting on the population. These reaffirm the need to 

engage with these communities for the long-term conservation 

of the springbok population. 

The map below shows the movements of two collared springbok 

inside the park moving between pans both in and out of the park. 

The movements show that pans are important for the springbok 

population in this area. I hope to continue monitoring these 

movements to see if there is a seasonal pattern in the selection 

of habitats by springbok.

The project investigates factors that contribute to the decline in springbok 

numbers in the southern Kalahari of Botswana and foster knowledge and 

positive attitude towards wildlife in the region.

B O T S W A N A  S P R I N G B O K  
C O N S E R V A T I O N  P R O G R A M M E

R E S E A R C H E R :  T S H E P O  M O A T S W I

NEED MAP
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Dispersal and its demographic consequences in the endangered African 

wild dog in the KAZA landscapes.

K A Z A  W I L D  D O G  
C O N S E R V A T I O N  S T U D Y

R E S E A R C H E R :  G A B R I E L E  C O Z Z I 

The aim of the project is to follow dispersers after emigration 

from the natal group, and to i) investigate the effect of landscape 

characteristics on dispersal distance, movement patterns and 

habitat selection; ii) gather crucial demographic parameters 

such as mortality rate and reproductive success after settlement 

and iii) combine this novel information on dispersing individuals 

with long-term demographic information on resident groups 

to produce population viability models. Understanding the 

mechanisms and patterns of wild dog dispersal, and their 

demographic consequences, is fundamental for the management 

and conservation of the species across the broader landscapes 

of southern Africa, such as the Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier 

Conservation Area.

During the first phase of the project, short-distance (within the 

study area) and long-distance dispersal events, five mortality 

events, and the formation of new packs were observed and 

studied. For instance, one male dispersing coalition circumvented 

the Okavango Delta and covered a cumulative distance of 370 km 

in 17 days prior to settlement in a new area. Four additional 

dispersal events of coalitions were recorded that left the study 

area and moved between 60 and 120 km (straight line) from their 

natal territory. 

Data show that African wild dogs cover an average distance of 

20 km each day during dispersal; this is 2.5 times more than the 

distance covered by resident individuals. Wild dogs that emigrate 

from the Okavango region can thus be expected to easily reach 

the Namibian and Zimbabwean border in 10-15 days, when 

moving along a fairly straight line. The data in hand also shows 

that the Moremi ecosystem is intimately linked with the Savute-

Linyanti ecosystems. Furthermore, several movements across 

water bodies were observed, suggesting that water may be more 

permeable to dispersing individuals than it is for resident packs. 

This finding could have important implications for connectivity of 

landscapes across a wet ecosystem.
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African elephants are famed for their complex social lives, yet 

there is surprisingly limited knowledge about the intricacies of 

bull social hierarchy and dynamics beyond the understanding that 

dominance changes with age and sexual state (the phenomenon 

of ‘musth’). The Makgadikgadi Pans National Park (MPNP) in 

Botswana is an elephant bull area, with my studies finding some 

99% of sightings of elephants to be male. This makes it the 

perfect location for investigating in more depth the currently 

under-researched complexities of bull society.

Through video analysis comparing the behaviours, time budgets, 

groupings and targeted social partners of different aged elephants 

utilising the Boteti River, the nature and value of relationships 

that occur between different ages of male African elephants is 

being researched here. 

Perhaps adult non-musth bulls come to this area for a period of 

respite from the competition they may experience in habitats with 

receptive females, or to bulk up free from feeding competition with 

the breeding herds in the northern regions of Botswana. Younger 

adolescents may be benefiting from mentorship and exposure 

to experienced older bulls, having left the female-dominated 

breeding herds, or through meeting other similarly-aged elephants 

to develop essential life skills through activities such as sparring. 

Or perhaps, just as importantly, adolescents and adults alike are 

simply using the area to establish/reaffirm themselves amongst 

the broader fission-fusion male social network. 

Since the project began in late 2015, some 690 study hours have 

been conducted, recording the behaviour of 287 individual males 

for the duration of their stay at the Boteti River.

 

This past year a novel experiment was introduced, exploring 

chemical messaging and olfactory communication along elephant 

highways in the MPNP. Elephants are known to have remarkable 

olfactory capabilities, and through presentation of urine and 

dung samples of known aged elephants the aim is to explore how 

(if at all) male elephants monitor each other’s movements along 

these well-used highways. It will be interesting to see if males can 

distinguish characteristics of the donor from these deposits, such 

as age and body condition. 

Exploring the intricacies of male African elephant society in the 

Makgadikgadi Pans National Park in order to provide a model example  

of a healthy “bull society.”

M A K G A D I K G A D I 
M A L E  E L E P H A N T  S T U D Y

R E S E A R C H E R :  C O N N I E  A L L E N 
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Data has been compiled from our previous research (2006-2017) 

along with published accounts dating back to 1975 on the desert-

dwelling elephant population in the study area of the Skeleton 

Coast National Park and western Kunene region. This includes the 

Hoarusib, Hoanib, and Uniab subpopulations. These data reveal 

the profound influence that human-caused mortality has had 

on the population. An initial precipitous decline occurred due to 

wartime poaching (during the 1980s). That was followed by three 

decades of low-level human-caused mortality of adult elephants, 

which in addition to natural mortality and a low reproductive rate, 

has prevented recovery of these subpopulations to pre-war levels. 

Despite recent gains from calves born (i.e. 2016-2017), the low 

number of breeding-age bulls remaining in the Hoarusib, Hoanib 

(downstream of Sesfontein), and Uniab subpopulations (two, two, 

and three bulls respectively) is a significant conservation concern. 

Firstly, reproduction will cease if these last few bulls are killed 

or die prematurely. Secondly, with so few bulls remaining, the 

danger of inbreeding is greatly increased.

The slight uptick in numbers the Hoarusib and Hoanib in 2016 

and 2017 is due to:

• the birth of seven new calves, five of which have survived  

to date

• young females coming into breeding age

• no adult mortality in the last two years

The current number of resident elephants in the Hoarusib and 

Hoanib subpopulations is 36 (based on exact counts of known 

individuals.) In the Uniab drainage study area, the total number 

of elephants tallied was 43; however, one group of seven was not 

seen in 2017, bringing the total to ~50 elephants for this area. The 

total for these three study areas is ~ 86 elephants. By comparison, 

Viljoen (1987) documented 86 individuals in the same area in 

1981, during the height of drought and poaching.

Our data show that temporary population gains made during the 

mid- to late-2000s have been lost, primarily due to the additive 

effects of human-caused mortality, which account for over half of 

the adult mortality (see 2015 and 2016 reports). In the long term, 

it is doubtful that the desert-dwelling elephant subpopulation 

will be sustainable if there is continued human-caused mortality.

Our long-term research data shows that for both desert-dwelling 

elephants, and transitional area elephants, home range and 

migration routes span multiple conservancies, and are therefore 

a shared responsibility.

By understanding the population structure and behaviour of desert 

elephants, the aim is to mitigate the causes of individual mortality and 

ensure the long-term survival of this population.

N A M I B I A
D E S E R T  E L E P H A N T  C O N S E R V A T I O N

R E S E A R C H E R :  D R  L A U R A  B R O W N



31NAMIBIA – DESERT ELEPHANT CONSERVATION



32 WILDERNESS WILDLIFE TRUST ANNUAL REPORT 2018

This project monitors the desert-adapted lion, the most 

threatened and endangered of the large carnivore species in 

Namibia. Since 1999, the population dynamics of lions have been 

evaluated by monitoring a core group of 13 radio-collared lions. 

These analyses include several population parameters, such as 

birth rates, mortality, fecundity, exponential rate of increase, and 

age-specific survivorship.

A Trust-funded collar arrived from Germany with the aim of 

placing it on one of the lions in the area – the lioness XPL-69.

After a year of much conflict and a number of casualties (both 

lions and goats), a direct early warning system – the Logger Early 

Warning System – is being developed. This method works with 

high-quality electronic systems and GPS recorders that record 

accurate position coordinates of the lions every hour at night and 

every four hours during the day. The Logger can detect the lion 

collars from a 2–3 km distance from the settlement and triggers 

one or two of four (each direction) LED floodlights in the first and 

a powerful siren in the second phase. These tactics are used to 

deter the lions from approaching farms and their livestock and 

therefore reduce conflict and retaliations.

A long-term study of this unique lion population - aims to assist local 

communities with conflicts whenever and wherever they occur.

N A M I B I A  D E S E R T  L I O N 
C O N S E R V A T I O N

C O O R D I N A T O R :  F E L I X  V A L L A T  ( T O S C O ) 

R E S E A R C H E R :  D R  P H I L I P  S T A N D E R  ( D E S E R T  L I O N  C O N S E R V A T I O N )



33NAMIBIA DESERT LION CONSERVATION



34 WILDERNESS WILDLIFE TRUST ANNUAL REPORT 2018

The total population of the shoebill (Balaeniceps rex), a species 

endemic to Africa, is limited to just 5 000 – 8 000 birds. Some 

80% of the population occurs in the Sudd in South Sudan, with 

small, fragmented and declining populations in countries like 

Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia. The population in Rwanda is 

unknown, although historically estimated at less than 50 birds. 

This project sought to conduct a dedicated aerial survey of the 

flooded swamp wetland habitat of the Akagera National Park to 

assess for the first time the status, distribution and population size 

of this species within the only protected habitat in the country. This 

habitat lies along the middle Akagera River, itself a system which is 

under threat from large scale agricultural abstraction, pollution and 

siltation as a result of vegetation degradation and erosion. 

Using a helicopter (Eurocopter AS350), a fine scale survey of 

this marshland habitat was conducted during August 2017. This 

formed part of a large mammal survey of the terrestrial portion of 

the Park, but was the first dedicated survey for the approximately 

one third of the Park covered by aquatic habitat, and thus the 

first to give insight into both shoebill and sitatunga Tragelaphus 

spekei populations. In addition, all signs of illegal activity in the 

marshland from neighbouring Tanzania were recorded and shared 

with park management allowing immediate action.

The results from the survey included a minimum count of 55 

sitatunga with clear habitat preference noted, as well as more 

than 20 active poacher camps and 77 associated small boats of 

various descriptions. Shoebills, as is the case with sitatunga, are 

difficult to detect from the air and such surveys typically result 

in significant undercounts. Nonetheless, the results of this survey 

were disappointing with only three birds recorded. Distribution 

and habitat preference were as anticipated. 

The survey report and raw data have been shared with the 

relevant authorities. Further work will now be undertaken to 

understand of viability (or not) of Rwanda shoebill population, 

the threats and extent of anthropogenic impact on shoebill in 

the country, and the scope of the country to contribute to the 

species’ conservation.

A dedicated aerial survey of the flooded swamp wetland habitat of the 

Akagera National Park to assess the status, distribution and population size 

of this threatened large bird species in Rwanda.

R W A N D A  S H O E B I L L  
A E R I A L  S U R V E Y

C O O R D I N A T O R :  C H R I S  R O C H E
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The Zambian Carnivore Programme (ZCP) continued its long-term 

collaborative conservation work in the Greater Kafue Ecosystem 

(GKE) in 2017. The GKE has the country’s largest cheetah and 

wild dog population, and the second-largest lion and leopard 

population, in addition to being a very substantial portion of 

the Kavango-Zambezi (KAZA) Transfrontier Conservation Area, 

which connects five countries and their wildlife populations in 

the region. 

Work focused on the three components of the Wilderness 

Wildlife Trust funding, namely:

• Safeguarding large carnivores from snaring by-catch (i.e. non-

target mortalities from poaching snares)

• Providing key data on large carnivore populations, their prey, 

and threats to them

• Ensuring sustainability of conservation efforts through 

education and capacity building

The combination of anti-snaring work and intensive monitoring of 

carnivores through ground and satellite collar tracking continues 

to grow in importance, by providing a means to regularly locate, 

monitor and treat snared carnivores across a vast landscape. Dr 

Kambwiri Banda, ZCP’s full-time field-based wildlife veterinarian 

and researcher, continued to play a critical role in these efforts 

by darting and treating four snared lions and a hyaena during 

the season, in addition to being able to deploy satellite collars on 

cheetah, wild dog and lion. Intensive research of these populations 

continued, as well as leopard camera trap and herbivore surveys. 

The improved satellite collar technology has enabled expansion 

of the project’s efforts in the GKE and provided valuable insights 

into the scale of movements by both resident and dispersing 

carnivores. The educational programmes in collaboration with 

the Tree Tops Society continued in 2017, led by former ZCP 

Conservation Club programme graduate Lameck Sakala. Other 

projects included the starting of Conservation Club programmes 

with DNPW’s Chunga School, continuation of the Conservation 

Biologist Training Programme for aspiring Zambian wildlife 

professionals, funding of DNPW scouts for university training, and 

preparations begun for Dr Banda’s graduate research. Collectively 

these efforts are helping mitigate the threats facing one of the 

region’s largest carnivore strongholds.

Studying the main threats to both carnivores and herbivores in Kafue, as 

well as ensuring ongoing conservation efforts.

K A F U E  L A R G E  
C A R N I V O R E  P R O J E C T

C O O R D I N A T O R :  D R  M A T T H E W  B E C K E R
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Wet season movements of tracked elephants in the Kavango-

Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA) have 

shown that cross-border connectivity of elephant herds is 

occurring. The study aims to identify transboundary wildlife 

movement corridors in the Zambian component of KAZA TFCA, 

guided by a study of the landscape movements of an umbrella 

species, the African elephant. 

Field investigations in areas frequented by eight tracked elephants 

in Sioma Ngwezi National Park have revealed a general preference 

of the elephants to remain within the protected boundaries of 

the Park during the 2017/18 wet season, where there are ample 

food and water resources. This has enabled the Department of 

National Parks and Wildlife to provide security for the elephant 

herds while in the Park, and knowledge of the locations of collared 

elephants has enabled anti-poaching patrols to be more targeted 

towards elephant protection. 

Some of the tracked elephants showed cross-border movements 

this quarter and have spent time in Namibia. A young adult male 

continues to remain outside of Zambia and has travelled into 

Namibia and Botswana, a distance of 150 km from where he 

was first seen in Zambia last September. His movements have 

supported the viability of the Kwando Wildlife Dispersal Area 

(WDA) as having the potential to connect Zambian elephant 

populations with other elephant populations of the greater 

KAZA area. The Kwando WDA is one of the six WDAs prioritised 

in the 2015 KAZA TFCA Master Integrated Development Plan, 

which were identified with the objective of establishing wildlife 

connectivity throughout the KAZA landscape.

Elephant transboundary wildlife movement corridors in the Kavango 

Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area.

K A F U E  E L E P H A N T  
S T U D Y

R E S E A R C H E R :  D R  K E R R Y N  C A R T E R
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The project has come to an end for the Master’s study component, 

with collars working through until the month of December. 

A scientific paper was published with the emphasis on the 

conservation implications of migration. It is clear that there are 

three movement strategies used by the collared elephants, which 

are resident, short-distance migrants and long-distance migrants. 

These have distinguishable home range overlaps, with residents 

having overlaps that are above 50% and the distance between 

the centre points of the two home ranges being less than 50 km. 

On the other hand, the long-distance migrants have an overlap 

that is below 50% with the distance between the centre points of 

the home range being above 50 km. One of the elephants moved 

to the north and entered Botswana, into an area called Sibuyu 

Forest, while two long-distance elephants moved to the south of 

Hwange to the Josivanini area, in which much time was spent. All 

this was done in the wet season with elephants coming back to 

the dry season home range later in the year (August). 

In the dry season, more of the Wilderness Safaris concession area 

was used, with a slight move towards the north-western area. 

Current work for the year includes removal of collars as well as 

the thesis write-up. Having shown the three types of strategies, 

the project will now move on to understanding the reasons 

why the differences occur. The origins and factors influencing 

migration of elephants in Hwange remain unclear. 

It is with this outlook that the project will continue, looking at 

the influence of habitat, demography and competition among 

elephants in Hwange National Park. Also, having collared 

elephants in the northern section and seen movement into 

Botswana, it will be interesting to investigate the movement of 

elephants along the Botswana and Zimbabwe border. 

Gaining a better understanding of elephant movements and habitat 

use in Hwange National Park.

H W A N G E  E L E P H A N T  
M O V E M E N T S  P R O J E C T

R E S E A R C H E R :  A R N O L D  T S H I P A
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A N T I - P O A C H I N G 
&  M A N A G E M E N T
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The changes put into place by Save the Rhino Trust (SRT) have 

clearly had an impact on the poaching threat, given the rise and 

then decline in incidents in the region between 2012 and 2016. 

However, with the continued pressure in other parts of Namibia, 

and considering that syndicates are still operating in the country, 

it is essential that SRT maintains its intensive patrolling, which 

acts as a deterrent to would-be poachers as well as capturing 

information in terms of the monitoring of illegal activities.

In 2017, SRT celebrated 35 years of existence. Looking back 

on 2017, the NGO is proud of its efforts that have resulted in 

continuing the success of 2016 in curbing rhino poaching. This 

can be attributed to the tireless dedication of the SRT rangers, 

who daily battle the elements and harsh environment to monitor 

and protect the desert-adapted black rhino of the Kunene and 

Erongo regions. Working closely with the Ministry of Environment 

and Tourism, NAMPOL, local communities and NGOs, by the end 

of 2011, Namibia’s north-west black rhino population had more 

than quadrupled since SRT’s inception. 

During 2017, SRT’s relationship with its partners has strengthened, 

with regular planning and intelligence meetings being held to 

share information and execute joint operations. The success was 

augmented by the support and participation of the communities 

of the communal areas in which SRT operates. They have been 

hugely instrumental in foiling possible poaching incidents 

through proactive intelligence sharing and vigilance. SRT’s efforts 

have helped hold the number of rhino lost to poaching at only 

three for this period, well below average population growth now 

for the second straight year. This figure is dramatically lower than 

most other rhino range areas across Africa.

As a result of the dramatic increase in poaching incidents, there is 

a fundamental need for SRT to increase the efficacy of its support 

to rhino custodians, crime scene investigations and to be able to 

more efficiently coordinate patrols and investigations from a well-

equipped and strategically located operations room. To maintain 

these levels of output we are very reliant on partners like the 

Wilderness Wildlife Trust to reach our goals and keep our rhinos 

safe, and extend our gratitude to the Trust for its ongoing support.

Building capacity amongst Save the Rhino Trust trackers. 

S A V E  T H E  R H I N O  T R U S T :  
T R A C K E R  S U P P O R T

C O O R D I N A T O R :  S I M S O N  U R I - K H O B
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Two solar units with a combined capacity of 3 758 Watts were 

installed this past year at Mandundumela and Scott’s pans. 

Mandundumela is a new site that is situated outside Wilderness 

Safaris’ concessions; however the reason for this installation was 

to promote water provision in an area in which in previous years, 

wildlife has died due to lack of water. The nearest pan (which 

usually has water in the dry season) to Mandundumela is 11 km 

away, hence the importance of this installation. 

The pump was installed in the month of September 2017 and to 

date a total of 9 546 cubic metres of water has been pumped as 

of 3 March 2018. As a result of this installation, we have seen an 

increase in the wildlife numbers in the Mandundumela area, while 

at the same time there are vegetation changes that are occurring 

around the water pan.

Scott’s Pan had a solar system installed in the month of August, 

which also had a backup generator so as to maintain the water 

level. The solar system was installed to reduce the amount of 

diesel that was being used by the engines at the waterhole. To date 

– from August 2017 to February 2018 – a total of 340 litres of fuel 

has been used; this has reduced consumption by 33% compared 

to the previous year, in which a total of 1 030 litres (August 

2016-February 2017) was used. In terms of water production, a 

total of 20 224 cubic metres of water has been pumped as of the 

end of February 2018. Other benefits that have resulted from the 

conversion to solar include reduced noise pollution as well as a 

reduced carbon footprint. Overall, this conversion at Scott’s Pan 

has seen a reduction in costs for the game water supply project 

and there can be no doubt that further solar installations would 

have a high impact. 

A successful trial run of the use of solar engines with fuel reduction 

being one of the main objectives.

H W A N G E  G A M E  
W A T E R  S U P P L Y

C O O R D I N A T O R :  A R N O L D  T S H I P A
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The Scorpion Anti-Poaching Unit (SAPU) worked tirelessly 

through the year in conjunction with Zimbabwe Parks and 

Wildlife Authority (ZimParks). One of the core objectives of the 

implementation of SMART (Spatial Monitoring and Reporting 

Tool) had a slow uptake as the year began; however, as more 

training was received, this came into full use in the last month of 

the year. Since then, the team has been using SMART to collect 

all its data and this is proving to be a good system. This will 

help in reporting and monitoring how the teams work as well as 

improving the patrol strategy. 

The team was able to assist in the apprehension of a group of 

poachers that had caused havoc in the Hwange South area, with 

one being caught and another fatally injured. One poisoning 

incident, albeit outside the concession area, was observed and 

this was decontaminated. A total of 102 snares were removed 

in the 128 patrols done in 2017 (0.8 snares removed per patrol). 

Fewer patrols were done in the last quarter of the year and this 

was due to the lack of mobility. This will no longer be a challenge 

as a supporter donated a Land Cruiser at the end of the year. 

The ratio of old to new snares seems to show that the team is 

removing more old snares which are unset – the ratio being 75 

old to 27 new snares removed. 

The team has removed fewer and fewer snares with each year 

and this, in conjunction with the increased wildlife movement in 

the area, has conveyed a success story for the team. A total of 17 

carcasses were found, most being elephants. Of these carcasses 

12 were due to poaching, with some of the elephant carcasses 

involving the abovementioned syndicate. We are grateful for 

the support that has been rendered to us by the donors in 2017: 

Wilderness Wildlife Trust, Wilderness Safaris Zimbabwe, SATIB 

Conservation Trust, Panthera and ZimParks.

The Scorpion Anti-Poaching Unit aims to provide the manpower and 

resources to assist the ZPWMA to reduce levels of poaching within the 

boundary areas of Hwange National Park.

H W A N G E  S C O R P I O N  
A N T I - P O A C H I N G  U N I T 

C O O R D I N A T O R S :  A R N O L D  T S H I P A  A N D  C O U R T E N E Y  J O H N S O N

The graph below shows the changes as highlighted on the 

changes in the patrols and snares with years. 
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C O M M U N I T Y  E M P O W E R M E N T 
&  E D U C A T I O N
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Children in the Wilderness is a non-profit organisation, supported 

by ecotourism company Wilderness Safaris, to facilitate 

sustainable conservation through leadership development and 

education of rural children in Africa. Donations are largely via the 

Wilderness Wildlife Trust, numerous corporates, individual guests, 

and through fundraising events such as the annual Nedbank Tour 

de Tuli. 

 

The primary focus of Children in the Wilderness is on supporting 

weekly Eco-Clubs in local schools, with over 3 300 Eco-Club 

members supported in 67 of these innovative clubs across all the 

regions in 2017.

 

Since 2001, over 6 500 children have participated on an annual 

Children in the Wilderness camp. More than 600 teachers and 

Eco-Mentors have trained on our programme. Another important 

aspect is the scholarship programme, which supports over 480 

children, with some of the monies for this coming through the 

Trust from numerous individual donors. Children in the Wilderness 

also receives funding from donors via the Trust to support its 

Youth Environmental Stewardship programme. 

 

Because of the breadth of this project, across seven African 

countries, details of its initiatives can be found in the second half 

of this report on page 70 onwards.

Children in the Wilderness is a life skills, educational and environmental 

programme for children who live in villages around conservation areas.

C H I L D R E N  I N  T H E  W I L D E R N E S S  
P R O J E C T

P R O G R A M M E  M A N A G E R :  J A N E T  W I L K I N S O N
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H.E.L.P. Malawi had been running its development programmes 

with only one project vehicle for some years until it sought 

funding from the Wilderness Wildlife Trust. A second-hand 

Toyota Hilux double-cab vehicle was purchased within Malawi.

The overall aim of purchasing a second project vehicle was 

to improve community service delivery through timely 

implementation of project activities; participation in all NGO 

affairs that will benefit the rural Malawian child; reducing 

operating expenses, improving operational efficiency and 

relieving pressure of work on staff.

Since acquisition of this second vehicle:

• We have been able to attend very important meetings both 

at district and national level, hence improving networking and 

partnerships with other civil society organisations

• Operational costs have been cut. Instead of hiring vehicles from 

other sources, this second vehicle has been of great use

• The vehicle has been used for monitoring of various projects 

and travelling to banks which are about 42 km from Mvuu 

Camp and Nanthomba School

• Visiting students on scholarships in their respective schools 

and colleges has been easy and effective

• Conducting student educational tours into Liwonde National 

Park and other places of interest in the city of Zomba has been 

possible

• We have used the vehicle to carry out international volunteer 

transfers between the airport and Nanthomba School

• The vehicle has been used to transport school supplies from 

town to Nanthomba School

• It has improved timely service delivery to the community

A second project vehicle was purchased to improve community service 

delivery through timely implementation of activities.

H . E . L . P .  
M A L A W I  V E H I C L E

C O O R D I N A T O R :  L E M A N I  W I T M A N  N G A I Y A Y E
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This year, the Trust funded five students in their post-graduate 

studies, four others in their third year of studies, and two in 

their fourth year, the last having received bursaries from the 

Trust over three consecutive years. 

Mudi-Munaka Moremadi Mbedzi, University of KwaZulu-Natal

Thesis topic: Taxonomy of hooded vultures to aid in their 

conservation and management

Hooded vultures Necrosyrtes monachus are widespread 

throughout Africa and are particularly abundant in sub-Saharan 

Africa. Despite their wide distribution, hooded vultures have 

suffered severe population declines and are currently listed 

as Critically Endangered by the IUCN. Two subspecies are 

recognised: Necrosyrtes monachus monachus in West Africa and 

Necrosyrtes monachus pileatus in East and southern Africa. The 

two subspecies differ in their feeding behaviour and morphology 

which has put into question the validity of subspecific status. 

Clarifying the taxonomic status of the subspecies is important as 

if the two subspecies are genetically distinct then they should not

be managed as one large population and current conservation 

policies would need to be updated. 

To clarify the taxonomic standing of the two hooded vulture 

subspecies, 126 feather samples of the two subspecies from 

South Africa, Senegal and Ghana were genotyped using 16 

microsatellite loci. The Senegal population was the most 

genetically diverse, which is surprising given the small population 

size, while the Ghana population was the least genetically diverse 

and showed a high level of inbreeding. The genetic genotypic data 

suggests that hooded vultures in Ghana and Senegal belong to a 

single genetic cluster, but the South African hooded vultures are 

quite genetically distinct. 

Microsatellite data was used to compare the genetic diversity 

between the South African hooded vulture population and 

sympatric populations of the critically endangered bearded 

vulture and endangered Cape vulture. The South African hooded 

vulture showed the most genetic diversity compared to the other 

populations. 

The data in this study provides genetic data in support of ecological 

and behavioural differences already documented in literature in 

the two hooded vulture subspecies. There is an urgent need to 

monitor and create awareness of vulture population declines and 

current conservation efforts need to be reassessed to stabilise 

population numbers. 

This study has contributed towards our understanding of vulture 

population dynamics in Africa.

In its continuing efforts to educate the youth of Africa, the Trust runs  

the Educational Bursaries Programme, funding bursaries for students at  

post-graduate level in the wildlife and environmental fields.

E D U C A T I O N A L 
B U R S A R I E S

C O O R D I N A T O R S :  D R  J O H N  L E D G E R ;  M A R I  D O S  S A N T O S
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Moleseng Doreen Raseala, University of Pretoria

Thesis topic: Plant functional traits of woody plant species at 

different successional stages of encroachment in a Mpumalanga 

savannah

Bush encroachment – the increase in the density of woody 

plant species – has been widely observed in savannahs, not 

only entailing an increase in density of savannah species to 

create thicket-like systems, but also in the form of forest species 

moving into the area, resulting in savannahs becoming forest-

like. Since plant functional traits are thought to play a role in 

the establishment and success of plant species, and trees that 

grow in forests and savannahs experience different microclimatic 

conditions and disturbances, an understanding of the traits of 

forest species that are encroaching into savannahs may provide 

insight into what drives this form of encroachment. 

I thus compared plant functional traits between three groups of 

tree species that are involved in the encroachment process: open 

savannah species, forest pioneer species (including some early 

encroachers), and forest climax species. The comparison was 

conducted at Buffelskloof Nature Reserve in Mpumalanga, where 

evidence of forest species encroaching into open savannahs and 

grasslands has been recorded. 

I recorded spinescence, bark thickness, wood density, specific leaf 

area, leaf toughness, and leaf chlorophyll content of 10 species 

of each of the three group of trees. Principal component analysis 

(PCA) was used to compare trait composition of the successional 

groups. No significant differences were found between the three 

groups of species for most functional traits and the results of the 

PCA showed no difference in trait composition of the savannah, 

forest pioneer and forest climax species. However, it was found 

that savannah species had the thickest bark, followed by forest 

pioneer and forest climax species. Since thick bark provides 

protection from fires, suppression of fire may be a key driver of 

encroachment in this system.
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Robyn Lowe, MSc. candidate, University of Johannesburg

Thesis topic: To investigate and analyse the effectiveness 

of installed barn owl and spotted eagle-owl boxes as a form 

of bio-control for rodent populations in urban areas around 

Johannesburg. 

In 2017, I was registered for full-time coursework for a Master’s 

degree in Environmental Management at the University of 

Johannesburg. I completed my first module, which focused 

on the biosphere and environmental studies. I also worked at 

EcoSolutions, where I captured data on installed owl boxes 

around the urban areas of Johannesburg. I hand-reared owlets 

that had been rescued from a roof, as the owners of the house did 

not want the owls due to superstitious beliefs, and thus wanted 

them removed. When the owls were old enough to be ringed I 

assisted in this too. 

I attended owl talks and helped with owl release days at schools 

whereby owls are released back into nature, as an educational 

programme for schoolchildren. I started working on my research 

proposal but due to unforeseen circumstances and the economy 

at the time, EcoSolutions was unable to pay my salary any longer. 

As I was no longer an employee of EcoSolutions, I could not 

continue with my research on owls.

Therefore, during the second semester I passed my second 

module which focused on Environmental Impact Assessments 

and Environmental Legislation. I changed the topic of my 

dissertation to An analysis of the environmental legislation 

governing the exotic pet trade in Greater Johannesburg and a 

preliminary assessment of the trade in small exotic mammals and 

reptiles in pet shops or online. 

I have currently received ethical clearance for my project, as well 

as approval from the Faculty of Science for my research proposal. 

I have completed my questionnaire for face-to face interviews 

with key informants, and I am writing up my literature review. 

Thank you to the Wilderness Wildlife Trust for my funding in 

2017, as without it I would not be able to finish my modules and I 

am now closer to completing my Master’s degree in 2018.
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Other Support / Continuing Studies

As in previous years, over and above the bursaries granted 

annually, the Trust granted further funding assistance to eight 

other students: 

1. Wishikoti Sydney – in his third year studying Natural 

Resources Management, Namibia University of Science and 

Technology.

2. Kabelenga Harrison – in his third year studying for a Bachelor 

of Science in Wildlife Management at Copperbelt University, 

Zambia.

3. Clement Mtomga – in his second year studying for a 

Bachelor of Science in Wildlife Conservation at Livingstone 

International University, Zambia.

4. Elelwani Nenzhele – in his second year studying a Bachelor 

of Science in Wildlife Conservation at University of Cape 

Town. 

5. Justin Mwauluka – in his second year studying Bachelor of 

Science in Wildlife Conservation at Livingstone International 

University. Zambia.

6. Brian Tiango – in his second year studying a Bachelor of Science 

in Wildlife Conservation and Natural Resource Management at 

Livingstone International University, Zambia. 

7. Bobby Rakaru has continued his Diploma in Nature 

Conservation through the University of South Africa, having 

passed his third year studies and working on an ecological 

management plan, with practical assessments coming up. He 

manages to study while guiding at Wilderness Safaris’ King’s 

Pool Camp in Botswana. 

8. Victor Samalumo is continuing his studies, undertaking 

a Bachelor of Science, Wildlife Conservation and Natural 

Resources Management at Livingstone International 

University of Tourism Excellence and Business Management 

(LIUTEBM). He studies while working as a park ranger, with 

all field staff of Kafue National Park (North) reporting to him, 

including the anti-poaching units.

Under the sponsorship of Wilderness Trust, I aim to be knowledgeable in this field of Wildlife Conservation and 

Natural Resource Management and later hope to get employment in the Department of National Parks & Wildlife. 

I will acquire more skills and knowledge and fight against encroachment and poaching activities in the Park and 

surrounding Game Management Areas. I am studying a BSc in wildlife to obtain a qualification and to help my 

mother country Zambia and the whole of Africa on issues of climate change and conserve natural ecosystems. I 

want to stand and be counted among the conservationists on matters of conservation.

Brian Tiango
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Justin Mwauluka

The aim of my study is to get advanced knowledge in the field of 

conservation and management of nature in this dynamic world. 

This study will help me acquire knowledge to deal with issues of 

nature conservation and other activities such as farming, timber 

cutting and charcoal burning as alternative land-use practices. 

As a citizen of Zambia, I have the rights to conserve wildlife 

and natural resources being the source of income to our nation 

and source of proteins. It is my feeling that I can only manage 

this and see the benefit if I continue to do my studies in nature 

conservation which can benefit both my community and me. I am 

a breadwinner in my family which is depending on the Wilderness 

Wildlife Trust donation for my school fees. 

The world is becoming more dynamic where nature conservation 

is directly competing with other fields for land. Without proper 

understanding of nature, one cannot convince those who are 

advocating for different land use. Due to lack of understanding of 

the importance of nature conservation detrimental decisions to 

wildlife have invariably been made. I want to make a difference 

in this regard.

Jimmy Muwowo, past bursary recipient

Jimmy Muwowo was the recipient of past Educational Bursaries, 

and did very well in his final exams. He is currently training as a 

guide with Wilderness Safaris Zambia, at Musanza Camp and is 

thoroughly enjoying it. 
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Botswana Cattle Predation Study

Researcher: Carolyn Whitesell

During the 2016 wet season, a total of 610 km of large carnivore 

track counts was conducted along the veterinary fence that 

separates the cattle area from the protected area, which provided 

valuable information on large carnivore movements across this 

boundary during the wet season. A total of three prides are 

covered by two coalitions of males that had been collared for 

the project. With the wrapping up of the project, as many GPS 

collars as possible were removed from their subjects. The data 

collected was analysed, with at least three scientific papers and 

the completion of the PhD anticipated. 

Botswana Leopard Scent and Spatial Study

Researcher: Kasim Rafiq

The project aimed to develop scent- and acoustic-based leopard 

deterrents that could be used to reduce human-leopard conflict. 

Four leopards were radio-collared with high-resolution GPS-

tracking tags providing insights into where and when leopards 

vocalise and the role played by vocalisations in mediating 

interactions. In order to investigate the responses of large 

predators to leopard scents, camera traps were used to record the 

leopards’ scent markings. Finally, the control phase of the project 

tested the suitability of tomcat-thiol as a leopard deterrent. 

Botswana Zebra Migration Project 

Researcher: Dr Emily Bennitt 

The project studied the ecology of migrating plains zebra in 

Botswana. The same zebra, Z658, migrated in 2016, following a 

very similar route to that taken last year, with her 2015 and 2016 

departure points from the Okavango Delta and her 2015 and 

2016 arrival points in the Makgadikgadi being within 1 km of each 

other. Six camera traps were deployed along the zebra migration 

route, strategically placed at optimal locations for capturing 

images of the maximum number of migrants. The camera traps 

recorded several zebra harems moving both towards and away 

from the Makgadikgadi.

Makgadikgadi Human-Elephant Study

Researcher: James Stevens 

This PhD research aimed to increase knowledge about elephant 

crop raids in the communities bordering the Makgadikgadi 

Pans, particularly focusing on understanding more about the 

demographics of the elephants involved and the characteristics 

of fields that may increase their susceptibility to being raided. 

Initial results suggested that fields that are more isolated and 

have a higher diversity of crops incur larger areas of damage. 

Using data from all three field seasons, fewer crop raids occur 

during full moon phases, with the frequency of crop raiding 

gradually increasing from January and peaking in April. At the 

end of the ploughing season, all farmers that had reported crop 

raids completed questionnaires to determine their perceptions of 

the resulting value of damage. These estimates were compared 

with scientifically-measured estimates of damage to determine 

what influences farmers’ perceptions. Data collection for this 

study was completed.

Malawi Mobile Response Unit

Coordinator: Amanda Salb

Since July 2013, the Wilderness Trust has supported the Wildlife 

Emergency Response Unit (WERU). Jointly managed by the 

Lilongwe Wildlife Trust (LWT) and the Department of National 

Parks and Wildlife (DNPW), WERU provides in-situ veterinary 

services for elephant, black rhino, and other animals in need, 

supports research projects, and assists with wildlife management 

initiatives in parks and wildlife reserves across the country. In 

2016, WERU joined the African Parks team in Liwonde National 

Park to participate in the translocation of over 250 elephants to 

Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. WERU has continued to work closely 

with DNPW and the State House (the President of Malawi’s private 

residence) to assist with management of their animals.

Namibia Desert-Dwelling Giraffe Study

Researcher: Emma Hart, Giraffe Conservation Foundation

With the support of the Wilderness Wildlife Trust and the Giraffe 

Conservation Foundation, this study investigated the social 

structure and population dynamics of the desert-dwelling giraffe 

populations of the ephemeral Hoanib and Hoarusib Rivers in 

north-west Namibia. In addition to the creation of a database, 

and with the help of both Namibian students and international 

volunteers, continuous data has been collected since July 2016 

on over 280 individual giraffe. The analysis of this data over the 

coming years will allow publication on new insights into giraffe 

behaviour and genetics. The project also offered opportunities 

for Namibian students to gain experience in cutting-edge 

conservation research. 
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Okavango Tsessebe Project

Researchers: Harriet Reeves, Dr Emily Bennitt

Herbivore populations are declining across the world, primarily in 

response to rising anthropogenic pressures. However, population 

trends vary with species, reflecting different levels of resilience, 

defined as the ability to recover from sudden environmental 

change. Identifying factors causing these differences could assist 

conservation efforts aimed at maintaining functional ecosystems. 

From 1996–2013, tsessebe and wildebeest populations in the 

Okavango Delta, Botswana, declined by 73% and 90%, respectively, 

whereas zebra populations remained stable. To identify factors that 

could cause these differences, GPS-enabled collars were fitted to 

six zebra, eight tsessebe and seven wildebeest in the Moremi Game 

Reserve, Botswana. Seasonal home range size between species were 

compared, and distribution and utilisation studied. It was found that 

zebra occupied larger home ranges than tsessebe and wildebeest; 

zebra social systems are more fluid, allowing for information 

exchange between stable harems. Sedentary herbivore species 

that occupy small home ranges are habitat specialists and exist in 

relatively isolated groups are likely to be less resilient to the rapid 

pace of environmental change forecast by climate change scenarios. 

The tsessebe project ended in 2016, when all collars were recovered.

Simonga Village Support

Coordinator: Peter Jones

Since 2000, a range of projects have been run in Simonga village 

via The River Club, funded by generous donations of lodge guests, 

in conjunction with the Wilderness Wildlife Trust. The village’s 

water project was begun in June 2006 when a borehole was sunk 

and distribution points for running water were installed in the 

village, providing water to Simonga’s inhabitants since then. The 

village however has grown substantially, so another pump was 

desperately needed. Funds donated via the Trust along with other 

donations enabled The River Club to buy parts for and install a 

solar pump, all of the necessary equipment, and four holding 

tanks. The families in Simonga also contributed to the project 

by either donating 40 bricks, a bag of cement, or their time and 

labour to build the structure that houses the water pump. With the 

new pump, water is now pumped from 50 metres below ground 

to the four holding tanks, then distributed to various points in 

the village. One of the tanks specifically supplies water to the 

medical clinic, while the other three tanks supply communal taps. 

The pump has doubled the borehole’s capacity to 100 000 litres 

per day being available to the 4 000 inhabitants of Simonga. 

Victoria Falls Anti-Poaching Unit

Coordinator: Charles Brightman

With 17 scouts in the team, the Victoria Falls Anti-Poaching Unit 

(VFAPU) has continued to be an effective deterrent against illegal 

wildlife trade (subsistence and/or organised crime) in the Victoria 

Falls region. Daily local patrols, together with integrated extended 

patrols deeper into the Zambezi National Park and surrounds have 

produced excellent results for over 17 years. In the last year, 307 

snares were removed, and five elephants, 10 warthog, six impala 

and six buffalo were found injured thanks to poaching incidents, 

which were darted, treated and released. VFAPU vehicles assisted 

local authorities with daily deployments of scouts and rangers 

and rapid responses to reported poaching incidents. VFAPU also 

supplied monthly rations to extended patrols, as well as medical 

supplies, fuel, tyres and spare parts for relevant local authorities 

to assist in joint operations against poaching. A number of these 

assisted operations led to the arrest and nine-year conviction of 

elephant poachers. VFAPU also aided in response deployments 

where one Zambian elephant poacher was killed.

Zambia Avian Frugivore Project

Researcher: Michael Chungu

Frugivorous birds are an important part of ecosystems and play 

vital roles in dispersing seeds and improving seed germination. 

Our understanding of the dynamics that exist between avian 

frugivores and fruits are superficial and calls for more studies 

to be done. This project thus aimed at bridging this gap by 

understanding the relationship between fruit species richness and 

the diversity of obligate avian frugivores. This research, providing 

information on assessment of the health and capacity of habitats 

for supporting frugivorous species, was successfully carried out. 

The results of the research show that there is no relationship 

between fruit species richness and the diversity of obligate avian 

frugivores. There is now a need to carry out similar research in 

the dry season in order to find out how the effects may change 

across seasons. The thesis report was compiled and submitted, 

and the results published.
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The Wilderness Trust gratefully receives donations in a number 

of different ways:

1. Wilderness Safaris camp guests regularly donate to a project 

of their choice or to the general fund.

2. A small percentage is paid by Wilderness Safaris for each 

guest bednight booked.

3. Via our fiscal partner organisation, Empowers Africa (EA). 

Donations via EA are tax-deductible in the U.S. 

4. Fundraising initiatives such as the Wilderness Trust Warmer, 

Wilderness Trust bag organisers, and Rhino Force beaded 

bracelets. All proceeds accrue to the Trust. 

5. Independent donations from concerned individuals or 

organisations. 

6. Wilderness staff members are enthusiastic about raising 

funds for the Trust and CITW – marathons are run 

and mountain bike rides undertaken all in the name of 

conservation and community. 

If you would like to assist us in any of these efforts, please 

contact Mari dos Santos at marid@wilderness.co.za or telephone  

+27 11 257 5057. More information can be found on our website 

at http://www.wildernesstrust.com/donations

About Empowers Africa

Empowers Africa is a U.S. public charity under IRC Section 501(c)

(3) that facilitates tax-deductible donations for U.S. donors on 

behalf of Wilderness Wildlife Trust and Children in the Wilderness.

Empowers Africa’s mission is to support programmes in the 

areas of wildlife protection, human empowerment and land 

conservation in sub-Saharan Africa. Empowers Africa’s focus is on 

funding programmes that support the protection of wildlife and 

land conservation; programmes in communities that surround 

protected conservation and wildlife areas or World Heritage Sites; 

and programmes in urban communities where tourism is a strong 

source of development. 

Empowers Africa does not charge any administrative fees, 

therefore, 100% of the funds donated to Empowers Africa on 

behalf of Wilderness Wildlife Trust and Children in the Wilderness 

are granted directly to the respective Trusts. Please contact Krista 

Krieger at Empowers Africa at kriegerk@empowersafrica.org 

or (917) 328-1611 for more information, or visit the website: 

https://empowersafrica.org/wilderness-wildlife-trust/. 

How Your Donations are Used

Donors to the Trust have the choice to contribute to the general 

funds, to be used wherever required, or to a particular category 

(Anti-poaching and Management; Research and Conservation; 

or Community Empowerment and Education), project, or even 

specific part of a project. Since Empowers Africa does not charge 

for any administration costs, donors can be assured of their 

monies being spent completely on their chosen component. 

Acknowledgements and Donors

Thanks to the generosity of many donors over the past year, we 

have achieved some notable successes in the conservation of 

animal and plant species, a furthering of knowledge of ecosystems 

and the ongoing engagement of neighbouring communities. We 

would like to thank all our donors in this regard.

Every year, we are humbled by those committed individuals 

who have undertaken, often on an annual basis, to raise funds of 

their own accord. Such people have cycled, run or walked for our 

conservation and community projects. 

In 2017, Matt Meyer, sponsored by Wilderness Safaris and Piper 

& Heath Travel, cycled over 3 000 kilometres (2 000 miles) 

down the West Coast of the U.S. from 17 April to 17 June 2017, 

while towing a life-size fibreglass rhino to raise much-needed 

awareness and funds for rhino conservation.

Africa’s conservation requirements are enormous and in urgent need of money and logistical support. The 

Trust is therefore grateful for all donations received either for specific projects or those donated in general 

to be used wherever they are needed most. 
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Our Patrons

The Trust would like to pay special tribute to individuals and 

companies who have given in such a way as to define them 

as Patrons, those with such a special affinity to the Trust that 

without them, certain projects would not have come to fruition. 

In alphabetical order, they are:

B&H Photo Video & Pro Audio for being a long-time supporter 

of the Trust, donating cameras, photographic equipment and 

camera traps for species research. 

Madeleine & Jerry Delman-Cohen for their continuing 

enthusiastic support and contributions to a range of projects, 

from elephant collaring to education projects in the form of 

bursaries. 

Jeffrey Neu for his unstinting assistance over the years, 

particularly with regards to rhino conservation in the form of 

translocations and anti-poaching vehicles, educational bursaries 

and more. 

Krista Krieger of the charity Empowers Africa – for its support 

of programmes in the areas of human empowerment, wildlife 

protection and land conservation in sub-Saharan Africa.

SATIB for its continued support for the Trust and Children in the 

Wilderness, including the insurance for the new Nissan vehicles.

Sean Katz for his continued support of Children in the Wilderness 

and sponsoring a new vehicle for Save the Rhino Trust. 

Last but not least, Wilderness Safaris for financial, logistical and 

personnel support since the Trust’s inception, and Wilderness Air 

for its continued and valuable assistance over the years. 

If we have left out anyone from our donor list, this was                        

unintentional; please accept our apologies and let us know. 

In Memory of Russel Friedman

A moving moment took place at Abu Camp when long-standing 

Trust supporter and close friend of Russel, Iva Spitzer, visited to 

catch up with the Abu Herd and plant a baobab tree in memory 

of Russel. The planting of this slow-growing tree (which will be 

watched over and nurtured by the Abu Camp staff) ensures that 

the memory of this very special person will live on at Abu Camp 

for many years to come.
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Over $5 000
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Patrick Brilliant
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Ray Bradford

Rhino Force – Chris Thorpe
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Children in the Wilderness is a non-profit organisation, supported by 

ecotourism company Wilderness Safaris, that aims to facilitate sustainable 

conservation through leadership development and education of rural 

children in Africa.
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Due to the untimely death of our Chairman, Russel Friedman, 

in February 2018, Malcolm kindly offered to step in as Acting 

Chairman for the time being, until a suitable replacement is found.

Having been involved with Children in the Wilderness (CITW) 

since its inception in 2001, I have been in the fortunate position 

to see the programme grow from one camp in 2001 to the 

sustainable environmental education and youth development 

programme operating in seven African countries today. Our 

programme is mainly implemented in areas where our partner, 

Wilderness Safaris, operates.

We know that insight, care and commitment are required to 

conserve Africa’s pristine wilderness and wildlife areas and 

through the CITW programme, we want to play our part in 

ensuring that these places continue to exist – in this generation 

and those to come – we need the children of Africa to understand 

the importance of conservation and its relevance in their lives. 

Our staff continue to develop environmental education resources 

for the children, teachers and local community members which 

not only educate, but also encourage them the importance of 

protecting their natural heritage.

Over the past year, CITW hosted up to 3 250 children in 64 

Eco-Clubs and YES clubs at their local rural schools on a weekly 

basis. Our teams’ trained more than 150 local teachers and Eco-

mentors, who are all from the local communities, on the Children 

in the Wilderness programmes and educational resources. 564 

children, 74 teachers and mentors attended annual Eco-Club 

and YES camps across the regions and 527 children and students 

benefitted from our scholarship programme in primary, secondary 

and tertiary education.

This report provides further details from each region’s programme 

coordinators on the many of CITW activities which happened on 

their programmes.

The ongoing support of Wilderness Safaris, the annual Nedbank 

Tour de Tuli, the Wilderness Safaris Residents Programme, 

individual donors, corporates and foundations continue to provide 

the backbone of funding essential to operating a successful, 

sustainable Children in the Wilderness programme. The staff, 

volunteers, teachers, mentors and community members who 

work tirelessly on the programme and on our fundraising 

activities ensure that we continue working towards our vision that 

aims to facilitate sustainable conservation through leadership 

development and education of rural children in Africa.

C H A I R M A N ’ S  M E S S A G E
–  M A L C O L M  M C C U L L O C H  – 
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In each country CITW has independent Boards who are responsible 

for the running of the country programmes. The South African 

CITW Board is an over-arching Board deciding on Group strategy 

and decisions for the Children in the Wilderness brand as a whole.

As at 28 February 2018 our board members were as follows:

Children in the Wilderness Board – South Africa

Malcolm McCulloch (Chairman), Leone Jooste, Jan Mallen,  

Dr Sue Snyman and Mike White

Children in the Wilderness Board – Botswana

Kim Nixon (Chairman), Thea Khama, Lesego Moiteela,  

Tiego Mpho, Dr Sue Snyman, Ruth Stewart and  

Ben Anthony Zuze

Children in the Wilderness Board – Malawi

Chris Badger (Chairman), Pam Badger, Professor Risa Hoffman, 

Esnart J Kaliyati, Brighton Kunchedwa, Kristof Nordin and  

Gillian Rose.

Children in the Wilderness Board – Namibia

Mike Wassung (Chairman), David Bishop, Cynthia Martin 

Haihambo, Jermain Ketji, David Tjivava and Chris Weaver.

Children in the Wilderness – Zimbabwe

Susan Goatley, Hudson Mtomba, Anne Taggart and  

Maureen Vincent.

C H I L D R E N  I N  T H E  W I L D E R N E S S  
G O V E R N A N C E
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Eco-Mentor Training: In most regions, our Eco-Mentors volunteer 

their time in order to work with the children. They interact 

with the children as counsellors, friends and, most importantly, 

role models. Our Eco-Mentor Training aims to develop local 

community members, including local teachers, local community 

members and Wilderness Safaris camp staff by upgrading their 

skills in environmental understanding and enabling them to 

better implement school and village environmental projects and 

initiatives. 

Eco-Clubs: Throughout the year, we support Eco-Clubs in rural 

schools in the communities with which we work. These Eco-Clubs 

follow a structured curriculum, providing all learners interested in 

the environment a chance to meet, learn, discuss and expand their 

knowledge of environmental issues. Children participating in the 

annual camps are selected from Eco-Clubs. Environmental projects 

and tasks are earmarked and organised in cooperation with the 

community members and teachers. The children are encouraged 

to participate in the planning process and come up with their own 

ideas in order for them to take ownership of their Eco-Clubs and 

the projects. The Eco-Clubs are increasingly providing positive 

community development while reaching a wider community. 

Projects to date have included tree nurseries and reforestation 

projects, collage competitions raising environmental awareness, 

and building “earthbenches” in school grounds. 

Camps: A Wilderness Safaris or partner camp is closed for a few 

days each year, and up to 24 children between the ages of 10 and 

17 are hosted in the camp for a three-night, four-day educational 

and fun-filled programme, including lessons, games, practical 

sessions and wildlife activities. 

Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES) Programme: The YES 

Programme focuses on children with commitment and potential 

who have been identified on annual camps and in Eco-Clubs as 

showing an interest in conservation. YES campers are selected 

through a rigorous and transparent process based on criteria such 

as leadership potential, interest in the environment and academic 

performance. YES camps are usually smaller, with fewer children 

attending, allowing for focused work groups and increased 

participation of all children. The programme curriculum is an 

extension of concepts introduced in Eco-Clubs and at camp, with 

a greater focus on career guidance, communication, leadership, 

teamwork and further environmental education. It also aims to 

inspire the participants to come up with sustainable conservation 

methods so as to sustain their own lives as well as those of future 

generations. 

Scholarship Programme: In many of the areas where we 

operate primary education is free or has a minimal charge, while 

secondary schooling usually has a larger fee attached to it. For 

this reason, a large majority of children will only ever complete 

their primary schooling, while some may not even have the 

opportunity to attend primary school. Through Eco-Clubs and 

Camp programmes, we are able to identify students who are 

doing well academically but whose parents are unable to send 

them to secondary school. Our Scholarship Programme aims to 

give these children an opportunity to complete their schooling. 

The programme provides funding for the necessary school 

fees and, as often as possible, we try and assist with uniform, 

stationery, and other schooling needs. Funding comes largely 

from Wilderness Safaris guests and agents, as well as other 

partner NGOs, corporates, etc. 

The Children in the Wilderness programme covers a range of educational 

and support initiatives:

H O W  C H I L D R E N  I N  
T H E  W I L D E R N E S S  W O R K S
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Other Initiatives: Other important related initiatives include 

community development and livelihood diversification 

programmes to reduce poverty, improve living conditions and 

enhance local education systems. This is achieved through 

improving school infrastructure, water provision, providing 

teaching materials, and supporting scholarship and nutrition 

programmes. 

Publications: Eco-Stars is an upbeat magazine that introduces 

readers to the people behind the scenes, from the tireless 

Children in the Wilderness team and the dedicated and caring 

Eco-Mentors to the gifted children themselves – the Eco-Stars. 

The magazine is available in all Wilderness Safaris camps to 

guests and staff, as well as in airport lounges and online at  

www.childreninthewilderness.com 

Our vision

By exposing children to their natural heritage, Children in the Wilderness 

aims to create a network of learning sanctuaries that uplifts and cares for 

our children and conserves our planet.

In this way, we hope to inspire the children to care for the environment so 

that they can become the custodians of these areas in the future.
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In 2017, Children in the Wilderness ran 60 Eco-Clubs with 3 250 children 

participating and hosted 564 children in 22 Eco-Club and YES camps.

C H I L D R E N  I N  
T H E  W I L D E R N E S S  N U M B E R S

Botswana 

 Eco-Club members: 570 

 Camp participants: 88

Namibia 

 Eco-Club members: 340

 Camp participants: 116

Malawi 

Eco-Club members: 680

Camp participants: 60

South Africa

 Eco-Club members: 203

Camp participants: 24

Zambia 

Eco-Club members: 622

Camp participants: 32

Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier 

Conservation Area (GMTFCA)

Eco-Club members: 220

Camp participants: 66

Zimbabwe 

Eco-Club members: 615

Camp participants: 56
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CHILDREN IN THE WILDERNESS TEAM

Botswana

Lesh Moiteela: Programme Manager 

Gabaineele (Gaba) Modirapula: Administrator

Kelly Baitshoki: Assistant Administrator

Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation Area

Tanya McKenzie: Programme Coordinator –  

Bobirwa, Botswana

Bokang Shopane: Programme Coordinator –  

Maramani, Zimbabwe

Malawi

Symon Chibaka: Programme Coordinator

Christopher Mvula: Community Development Liaison

Namibia 

Agnes Tjirare: Programme Coordinator

South Africa

Bokang Shopane: Programme Coordinator

Zambia

Sue Goatley: Programme Manager

James Mwanza: Programme Coordinator

Zimbabwe

Sue Goatley: Programme Manager

Shuvanayi Taruvinga: Administrative Assistant

Mxolisi Sibanda: Community and Field Coordinator

Regional

Janet Wilkinson: Regional Programme Manager

Bongani Baloyi: Regional Programme Coordinator

Lisa Witherden: Environmental Education  

Resources Developer

Liza Steyn: Administration and Bookkeeping

Richard van der Wel: Sustainability and Risk Division

Eco-Mentor and Teacher Training 
Our Eco-Mentor Training aims to develop local community members, including local teachers and Wilderness Safaris camp staff by upgrading 
their skills in environmental understanding and enabling them to better implement school and village environmental projects and initiatives

Eco-Clubs
Throughout the year, we operate Eco-Clubs in rural schools in the communities with which we work. They follow a 

structured curriculum, providing all learners interested in the environment a chance to meet, learn, discuss and expand 
their knowledge of environmental issues. Children participating on the camps are selected from Eco-Clubs

Annual Camps
A Wilderness Safaris/Partner camp is closed for a few days each year, and 12-30 children between 
10 and 17 years old are hosted in the camp for a four-day educational and fun-filled programme, 

including lessons, games, practical sessions and wildlife activities

Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES)
The YES programme focuses on children with commitment and potential who 
have been identified in Eco-Clubs and on annual camps as showing leadership 

and an interest in conservation 

School Scholarships
Provides children from our programme, who are doing  

well academically but whose parents are unable to afford to 
send them to secondary school, an opportunity to complete 

their schooling

Tertiary  
Education 

Scholarships 
Provides funding for  

students from our programme  
who are doing Environmental or  
Conservation courses at tertiary 

institutions

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE



78 CHILDREN IN THE WILDERNESS ANNUAL REPORT 2018

Children in the Wilderness Botswana began in 2001, its first initiative being 

to run annual camps. To date, over 1 800 children have been hosted on 

these camps. Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES) camps began in 

2008, with over 180 children participating to date. Since the inception of 

Eco-Clubs in 2013, Children in the Wilderness Botswana has had more than 

2 000 children as members.

B O T S W A N A 
C O U N T R Y  R E P O R T
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BOTSWANA NUMBERS – March 2017 to February 2018 

Eco-Club camps 4

Eco-Club camp participants 88

Teachers on all camps 9

Eco-Mentors/volunteers on all camps 25

Wilderness Safaris staff on all camps 22

YES camps 2

YES camp participants 36

Eco-Clubs supported 9

Eco-Club members 570

Teachers/Eco-Mentors involved in Eco-Clubs 59

Teachers/Eco-Mentors trained 18

Adult Eco-Clubs 6

Adult Eco-Club participants 51

Tertiary scholarships 4

ECO-CLUBS

Village School Eco-Club 
Members

Eco-Mentors / 
Teachers

Eco-Club Activities

Maun Shashe Primary School 49 2 Beadwork
Worm farms 
Vegetable production
Earthbench* as an environmental concept using 
recyclable materials 
Outdoor benches – made out of mortar and brick

Sankoyo Sankoyo Primary School 69 5 Orchard
Vegetable production
Earthbench

Kareng Kareng Primary School 67 10 Vegetable production
Anti-litter campaign
Field crop production
Earthbench

Habu Habu Primary School 60 7 Poultry production
Field crop production
Earthbench

Tubu Tubu Primary School 67 8 Tippy Tap
Tree planting
Earthbench

Seronga Seronga Primary School 88 10 Tree planting
Earthbench

Gunotsoga Gunotsoga Primary School 60 5 Vegetable production
Poultry production
Tree planting
Earthbench

Beetsha Beetsha Primary School 55 7 Orchard
Worm farm
Tree planting
Earthbench

Gudigwa Gudigwa Primary School 55 5 Crop production
Tree planting

 
*  Earthbench – An innovative concept, these benches are made out of 2 litre plastic bottles filled with litter and then covered in mud or earth and left to dry. Our Eco-Club members 

have made lovely benches that are placed in their school gardens.
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ANNUAL CAMPS

Children in the Wilderness held an annual camp in September 

2017 at Santawani Camp. We hosted 56 children, 6 teachers, 12 

Eco-Mentors (8 Wilderness and 4 non-Wilderness staff) and nine 

camp staff members. 

The first group flew from Seronga to camp and the children 

were very excited and happy to have flown in an aeroplane. As 

Children in the Wilderness is part of the Global March for Rhinos, 

Elephants and Lions that was held in October 2017 in Gaborone, 

the children did their projects based on this topic. The children 

did a good job on designing the posters and the message that was 

relayed by the special pictures they drew. 

We were privileged to host the campers with one of the American 

Embassy representatives, Mrs Phatsimo Kwenane. As the Regional 

Environment Science and Technology Specialist for Southern 

Africa, Mrs Kwenane also shared her experience in conservation 

with children to help us to achieve our goal in terms of exposing 

children and adults to nature and conservation. We also hosted 

Bokang Shopane, our SA and GMTFCA programme coordinator as 

one of the Eco-Mentors. 

We experienced high temperatures and some of the games that 

were planned to be played were replaced by ones that the children 

were able to play in the shade. As our norm we encouraged both 

children and the mentors to drink lots of water and to wear hats.

The Wild Dog Research Group gave a presentation on conservation, 

demonstrating to the campers how they track wild dogs and the 

tools and equipment they use to monitor their movements. At 

the end of the presentation they played games related to the 

lives of the wild animals which were highly enjoyable. The second 

group of children was privileged to be visited by a group of Natural 

Habitat guests led by Emmanuel from Gomoti Camp. The guests 

came to greet the campers and bid them farewell as they were 

flying back to Maun.

Jacana Camp hosted the year-end annual Children in the 

Wilderness camp in December 2017. Three teachers, 31 

participants and 9 mentors participated on the camp this year. 

The first group of children left Tubu village early in the morning to 

catch the flight at Maun International Airport and they were very 

happy and excited. The second group were from Sankoyo and  

ECO-MENTOR/TEACHER TRAINING 

Training Venue Attendees From Topics covered

Maun Museum 18 school representatives All Children in the 
Wilderness schools

Presentation on Children in the Wilderness Programme
National Environmental Education Strategy and Action 
Plan documentation
Introduction to botany
Discussion of School Environment Policy 
Introduction to birds
Infusion of Environmental Education in teaching  
and learning
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Shashe Primary Schools and the children never stopped talking 

about the flight and their pilots in camp.

The topic for this year’s projects was also related to the Global 

March for Rhinos, Elephants, Lions and Pangolins in Botswana 

so that we could involve the children in raising the awareness 

through their school projects. 

Mrs Adela Renna from the American Embassy, Mary-Anne van der 

Byl from Wilderness Safaris Marketing Team in Johannesburg and 

ex-camper Kesotlegile Ramogapedi all joined the camp. Adela did a 

presentation on National Parks in USA and the children were very 

excited as she showed them photos of the USA national parks. 

We experienced cold temperatures and rainfalls. We encouraged 

everyone to drink water even though it was cold and children 

were encouraged to wear warm clothes.

On all camps the topics and lessons included:

• Delta talk: to gain knowledge about their beautiful 

surroundings.

• Mammals, food chain, food web: to improve children’s 

science knowledge.

• Bird adaptations, flight stations, favourite birds: so that 

children get to know about birds at an early age.

• Game drives: the guides taught them about the variety of animal, 

bird and tree species in Botswana and their importance.

• Sports and traditional games: the element of fun is an 

important one for children, as well as teaching them about 

the importance of teamwork and helping one another. 

• Photography: this activity encourages children to shoot 

animals with cameras – not guns.

ADULT ECO-CLUBS 

Name of Club Village No. of 
Women

No. of  
Men

Adult Eco-Club Projects / Activities

Shashe Adult Eco-Club Maun 6 0 Beadwork
Handmade elephant dung paper
Basket weaving

Habu Adult Eco-club Habu 12 1 Patchwork
Dressmaking
Basket weaving
Handmade elephant dung paper

Kareng Adult Eco-Club Kareng 5 3 Poetry
Wood carving (walking canes and easels)

Sankoyo Adult Eco-club Sankoyo 7 0 Beadwork
Basket weaving
Handmade elephant dung paper

Gunotsoga Adult Eco-Club Gunotsoga 7 2 Beekeeping
Knitting
Screen printing

Beetsha Adult Eco-Club Beetsha 7 1 Beekeeping
Milling station

W H A T  T H E Y  S A I D … 

I would like to thank Children in the Wilderness 

for taking us to camp and teach us about our 

beautiful Okavango delta. 

Wanano Gaalape, Shashe Primary School

 

I didn’t know how to explain food chain but  

from what learnt from aunties and uncles I will  

be able to explain it to others.  

Kethata Mojatau, Shashe Primary School
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME

Three young men and one young woman from the Children in 

the Wilderness Botswana programme participated on the six-

month Youth Access Conservation and Environmental Education 

Bridging Course at the Southern African Wildlife College in South 

Africa.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Ambassador’s Self-Help Fund (American Embassy) gave 

Gunotsoga Adult-Empowerment Club funds for a beekeeping 

project. This project is aimed at educating and creating awareness 

for environmental matters whilst creating employment. 

Flying High for Kids visits Botswana

Andrew Parker is a Director for Flying High for Kids World Balloon 

Project. He has an inspirational journey to share, and dares to 

live his dream. He uses his passion for flying his hot air balloon to 

change lives of children around the world. 

His aims are: 

• Dare children to follow their dreams, no matter where they 

come from.

• Bring joy to those visited, especially those who have never 

seen a balloon before

• Engage children in cultural exchanges and understanding by 

way of an international postcard swap.

Gaborone Global March for Rhino, Elephant, Lion and Pangolin 

In October 2017, Children in the Wilderness took part in the 

Gaborone Global March for Rhino, Elephants, Lion and Pangolin. 

Nine Children in the Wilderness Eco-Club participants from three 

schools that won the Children in the Wilderness inter Eco-Club 

competition where they were required to make Earthbenches 

at their schools, travelled from their villages to Gaborone to 

participate in the March.
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The Children in the Wilderness Eco-Club programme started in 

Bobirwa (previously referred to as Limpopo Valley), Botswana in 

2010, as a result of the Tour de Tuli mountain bike event that takes 

place in the Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation 

Area (GMTFCA) each year. In 2015 the programme expanded to 

include the Maramani area of southern Zimbabwe and Alldays 

area of South Africa of the GMTFCA. 

Initially annual camps were only hosted by Mashatu Game 

Reserve, Botswana; in 2016 we added a Tri-Nations annual camp, 

which is hosted in Mapungubwe National Park, South Africa with 

children from all three countries participating.

Since its inception, over 400 children have joined Eco-Clubs and 

392 children have been hosted on Mashatu annual camps and 

Tri-Nations camps.

This area, often referred to simply as “Tuli”, incorporates schools in Bobirwa 

Sub-District, Botswana, Alldays, South Africa, and Maramani, Zimbabwe.

G R E A T E R  M A P U N G U B W E  T R A N S F R O N T I E R 
C O N S E R V A T I O N  A R E A  ( G M T F C A )

GMTFCA NUMBERS – March 2017 to February 2018

Eco-Club camps 4

Eco-Club camp participants 66

Teachers on all camps 7

Mashatu Lodge staff on all camps 8

Wilderness Safaris staff on all camps 4

Eco-Mentors/volunteers on all camps 24

Eco-Clubs supported 8

Eco-Club members 220

Teachers/Eco-Mentors involved in Eco-Clubs 11

Teachers/Eco-Mentors trained 70
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ECO-CLUBS

Village School Eco-Club 
Members

Eco-Mentors / 
Teachers

Eco-Club Activities

Mathathane, 
Botswana

Mathathane Primary School 41 1 Weekly lesson plans include:
Respect, No Littering, Climate Change, Elephants, 
Endangered and Threatened Species.

All Eco-Clubs make Tippy Taps for their schools and 
assist with maintaining school vegetable gardens.

Motlhabaneng, 
Botswana 

Motlhabaneng Primary School 42 1

Lentswe-le-
Moriti, Botswana

Lentswe-le-Moriti Primary School 29 1

Maramani, 
Zimbabwe 

Limpopo Primary School 15 1

Maramani, 
Zimbabwe

Jalukange Primary School 18 1

Maramani, 
Zimbabwe

Shashi Primary School 20 1

Nottingham 
Estates, 
Zimbabwe

Nottingham Primary School 15 1

Simson, South 
Africa

Modikwa Primary School 40 1

ECO-MENTOR / TEACHER TRAINING 

Training Venue Attendees From Topics covered

Mathathane Primary School, 
Botswana

16 Mathathane village community 
members and teachers

Children in the Wilderness 
programme focus, vision, mission, 
values, and aims.
Concept of volunteer.
Eco-Club lesson (Greenhouse 
effect, environment, conservation, 
sustainability).
Children in the Wilderness 
Projects.

Motlhabaneng Community Hall, 
Botswana

29 Motlhabaneng village community 
members and teachers

Lentswe-le-Moriti Primary 
School, Botswana

25 Lentswe-le-Moriti village 
community members and 
teachers
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ANNUAL CAMPS IN BOBIRWA, BOTSWANA

In December 2017 Children in the Wilderness Bobirwa held three 

back-to-back annual camps at Mashatu Tent Camp, situated in 

the Northern Tuli Game Reserve. The camps were held over three 

nights each and the children were taught about general wildlife 

and environmental conservation, photography, circle of life and 

ecosystems, pollution and, very importantly, anti-poaching. 

These topics were followed by informative game drives and 

walks, guided by Mashatu’s professional guides, to back up what 

was learnt during the camps. The creative activities included 

painting T-shirts for the children to take home, posters, singing 

and dancing. 

The first night of each camp had the four teams presenting a 

poster with a team name and a song. It was so wonderful to see 

the creativity and the fun that the children had presenting these. 

Dear old Gogo Mashatu told an enchanting story of safety and 

protection and she helped to children to burn their fears in the 

camp fire.

Some valuable and interesting anti-poaching talks and activities 

were included as a very important component of the curriculum. 

It has a very strong impact on the children and they are especially 

interested in the laws of Botswana with regards to poaching. They 

are exposed to poachers in their communities and hopefully they 

can take the message home. 

The children used ‘point and shoot’ Canon cameras to share for 

the duration of the camp and taught how to ‘shoot’ animals with 

a camera, rather than with a gun. The children absolutely loved 

the photography workshops which were very well presented by 

volunteers. At the end of the camp, each child was given one 

printed photograph of their choice, and a memory stick of their 

photos was given to the teacher to pass on to the school. 

The children visited Mashatu Lodge where they learnt about 

different careers and various job opportunities associated with 

the Northern Tuli Game Reserve. The highlight of this day was 

the Discovery Room at Mashatu Lodge where the children got a 

chance to look and learn about the history and natural history of 

the reserve. As well as being much fun, the morning games, songs 

and team challenges provided moral lessons. 

The game drives proved to be an absolute highlight of the camps 

for both children and mentors. The excited children would come 

back to camp and relate wonderful stories of what they saw and 

experienced out in the wild. All of the children saw leopard and 

some saw lion and cheetah, which are always very exciting. The 

one group found a herd of elephant bathing and playing in the 

mud. This was just wonderful for all to watch and helped to allay 

fears of these big pachyderms.

The volunteers who assisted on the camps came from various 

backgrounds and they learnt so much about wildlife and 

conservation. It was of great comfort to have the medical 

students on the camp, as they have so much knowledge around 

HIV, nutrition and medical issues and can assist where children 

are hurt or not well. It was most rewarding to end the camps on 

a high note where special relationships were formed and even 

more special things were experienced and learned by all involved.
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W H A T  T H E Y  S A I D … 

The one thing that I will always remember 

about camp is the way we were looked after 

because it is the best. I would like to be the 

minister of wildlife, tourism and environmental 

conservation when I finish school and I will 

make a difference to the world by making sure 

that my department is always taken seriously. 

Matlhogojane Junior Badubi, 12 years old

 

The most important thing I learnt about 

poaching is that it is a bad moral and it is the 

first time to learn about poaching. Wilderness 

areas are important because they protect wild 

animals against poachers. When I finish school, I 

want to be the president. I will make a difference 

to the world by taking Botswana out of poverty. 

Wetsho Kopano Moleofe, 11 years old

 

The most important thing that I learnt on the 

camp is to be quiet when we saw something like 

cheetah, leopard so that we can saw it carefully. 

I want to learn more about the mammals and 

the birds such as the Botswana National Bird 

called the Kori Bustard. It is the first time  

in my life that we all respected each other so 

that we can all be friends.

Lalaitah Jawe, 10 years old

It was the first time in my life during the camp 

to take photographs. The aunties and uncles 

teach us how to take photographs.  

This camp I like it because is the best camp,  

I haven’t seen before because they teach  

us how to paint T-shirts to take home.

Gosego Mangolo, 10 years old

 

I want to learn more about lions but I was so 

sad to hear that they are sometimes killed by 

poachers’ snares. For the first time in  

my life, I passed the ball with strength.  

I would like to make a difference to the  

world by educating people the dangers of 

poaching and the consequences.

Precious Manablala, 12 years old

 

I learnt that poaching is not the right choice of 

one’s life because you will get imprisoned or 

you can get a loss of life. For the first time in my 

life I started being happy and I started to smile 

at everyone I see because we should love and 

take care of others because we are all familiar. 

I want to be an anti-poaching officer when I 

finish school and I want to make a difference 

to the world by protecting the animals that are 

endangered species in Botswana and even those 

that are not endangered. 

Bonitame Nitah Olebetse, 10 years old
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The four days of fun and learning began by playing a few ‘getting 

to know you’ games with the children, before splitting them into 

three different groups – Giraffes, Impalas and Zebras. We were 

sure to have two children from each country in each group, so 

that the children had the opportunity to learn from each other. 

Each group read up on their group animal in their workbooks 

before developing their own war cry, and everyone took it very 

seriously. Try putting the sentence ‘giraffes are sociable, peaceful 

animals which rarely fight’ to a rhythm and tune – not easy, but 

the competitive Giraffes managed! 

The children then joined their teachers and mentors in their 

country groups, where they had to answer questions about their 

countries. Each country had the opportunity to present their 

answers to the bigger group, and relished in the singing of their 

national anthems and other traditional songs. 

The second day began with the Eco-Mentors performing a skit 

on the leadership value of respect. The children loved seeing their 

mentors acting as children and having a bit of fun! Uncle Bongani 

built a Tippy Tap with the children to ensure hands were clean, and 

that we were saving water. We kept track of the number of litres 

used on camp to do a comparison of just how much water we 

saved compared to if we’d used a normal tap. The environmental 

lessons for the day were all about the importance of biodiversity 

and the web of life. 

We visited the Mapungubwe Interpretation Centre where the 

museum and interpretation centre showcase the incredibly rich 

history of this World Heritage Site. Our brilliant guide, Lufuno, 

ushered the children through the museum. From a beautiful 

video, to viewing the stunning artefacts found in the area, to 

the pièce de résistance of the golden rhino – the children were 

enthralled for a full two hours! 

Back to camp, and three different stations of team building games; 

from blindfolded wild dogs to untangling knotted arms, the children 

were challenged to work together and solve problems as a team. 

We rounded off the day’s activities with the children collecting 

natural material from around camp to create their team mascots 

in preparation for the final night’s quiz. After dinner, we watched 

‘The Lorax’ DVD – a Dr Seuss story about a young boy who plants 

the last truffula tree seed, restoring his town back to normal after 

years of living with no trees, and having to buy their fresh air. We 

linked the message of the movie to their learnings from the day, 

to show how important it is to conserve and protect every part 

of our food web. When the children went to their beds each child 

found a Mother Bear teddy bear, each knitted with love by people 

from around the world, and theirs to keep! 

Our third day was a busy one, starting off with the Eco-Mentors 

presenting the leadership value of perseverance. Two volunteers 

from the Department of Environmental Affairs, South Africa joined 

the children each day. Willeen and Chulu thoroughly enjoyed 

interacting with the children. They worked their presentations 

around what we had been teaching on camp, and highlighted 

what Transfrontier Conservation Areas (TFCAs) are and why they 

are so important. This was relevant to our Tri-Nations camp as 

Mapungubwe National Park forms part of a TFCA, known as the 

Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation Area (GMTFCA). 

The park is contiguous between Botswana, South Africa and 

Zimbabwe, and the children who attend our Tri-Nations camps 

come from villages in and around the GMTFCA.

The annual Children in the Wilderness Tri-Nations camp hosts children 

from communities of Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe that surround 

the Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation Area (GMTFCA). It 

was held in December at Little Muck Camp in Mapungubwe National Park 

in South Africa. 

T R I - N A T I O N S  C A M P  
I N  S O U T H  A F R I C A
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After a little tracking activity, where the children had to identify 

the prints of various animals which the mentors were hiding with 

around camp, off to the Confluence we went, to see where the 

Shashe and Limpopo rivers converge. Our last full day ended off 

with that hotly-contested quiz.

 

The final morning at camp involved the children completing 

feedback forms on their experience at camp, with the final singing 

of war cries before many hugs goodbye. 

W H A T  T H E Y  S A I D … 

I learnt about trees and animal, and why it is 

important to take care of animals. I saw giraffe, 

monkeys and zebras. 

Monekwe Matshoga, 11 year old girl

 

The most important thing I learnt on camp was 

about the Mapungubwe Hill and conservation of 

trees and water. I saw the elephants, which is my 

favourite animal. 

Daisy Chipu, 12 year old girl

 

I learnt about who were the first people in 

Mapungubwe which were the Zhizo people. 

I enjoyed going to the game drive and  

making the Tippy Tap. 

Evans Mphee, 11 year old boy

I think that wilderness areas are  

important because they ensure that animals  

are protected and wide variety of trees.  

I learnt about conserving water, animals,  

trees and cultural history. I would like to learn 

more about way to keep our biodiversity 

healthy, strong and protected.

Shalom Makambanga, 12 year old girl

 

I learnt about the history of Mapungubwe,  

saw rainbow lizard and will always remember 

that the Mapungubwe King was buried facing 

west because that is where the sun set.  

The difference I would like to make after 

attending the camp is saving water, using 

electricity wisely and picking up litter. 

Tumiso Ramoroba 11 year old girl
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Children in the Wilderness Malawi began running annual camps in 2003, 

with over 900 children hosted to date. Eco-Clubs started in 2006, hosting 

over 5 800 children to date.

M A L A W I 
C O U N T R Y  R E P O R T
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MALAWI NUMBERS – March 2017 to February 2018 

Eco-Club camps 3

Eco-Club camp participants 60

Teachers on all camps 6

Eco-Mentors/volunteers on all camps 6

Central African Wilderness Safaris staff on all camps 6

Children on YES programme 160

YES camps 1

YES camp participants 30

Eco-Clubs supported 12

Eco-Club members 680

Teachers/Eco-Mentors involved in Eco-Clubs 24

Teachers/Eco-Mentors trained 24

Secondary school scholarships 119

Tertiary scholarships 16

ECO-CLUBS

Village School Eco-Club 
Members

Eco-Mentors / 
Teachers

Eco-Club Activities

Kwenje Nanthomba Primary School 64 2 Tree nursery
Vegetable garden
Permaculture
Worm farming
Paper recycling

Kwenje Kavunguti Primary School 55 2 Tree nursery
Orchard
Paper recycling

Ligwang’wa Kafulafula Primary School 50 2 Tree nursery
Paper recycling

Kalembo Mulambe Primary School 56 2 Tree nursery
Tree planting
Stop, Sink and Shade (water and soil conservation)

Mbweso Ntapwa Primary School 62 2 Tree nursery
Tree planting
Park fence clearing

Njahito Katambasula Primary School 54 2 Tree planting
Park fence clearing

Makote Nangondo Primary School 62 2 Tree planting
Park fence clearing

Ntangayi Ntangayi Primary School 63 2 Tree planting
Paper recycling

Msundu Chihame Primary School 62 2 Tree nursery
Tree planting
Stop, Sink and Shade (water and soil conservation)

Malanda Mgodi Primary School 44 2 Tree planting 
Paper recycling

Luweya Chintheche Secondary Day School 60 2 Tree nursery 
Tree planting

Nkhata Bay Bandawe Secondary School 48 2 Tree planting
Stop, Sink and Shade (water and soil conservation)
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ECO-MENTOR / TEACHER TRAINING 

Training Venue Attendees From Topics covered

Central African Wilderness 
Safaris (CAWS) Chintheche Inn 

8 Bandawe Primary School
Chintheche Primary School
Chihame Primary School
Mgodi Primary School

Basic sciences
Reptiles around our schools
Eco-Clubs Administration
Lesson planning for Eco-Clubs’ 
weekly meetings

CAWS Mvuu Camp 16 Nanthomba Primary School
Kafulafula Primary School
Kavunguti Primary School
Mulambe Primary School
Ntangayi Primary School
Nangondo Primary School
Katambasula Primary School
Ntapwa Primary School

Basic sciences
Reptiles around our schools
Eco-Clubs Administration
Lesson planning for Eco-Clubs’ 
weekly meetings

ANNUAL CAMPS

Chelinda Camp, Nyika National Park

As it was the first time a Children in the Wilderness camp was run 

on the plateau (at over 2 500 metres above sea level) the weather 

presented a challenge – more for the Eco-Mentors than for the 

campers, however! Campers were from the Nyika area and so 

were used to the freezing weather, while most of the mentors 

were not used to such cold conditions! 

This caused much merriment. Thanks to the weather conditions, 

the campers were the ones who were led the charge for shower 

time and were more active during most of the activities than 

the Eco-Mentors were. Jokingly, it was said that children were 

the mentors and the adults were the campers. The children were 

leading the camp!

The campsite was situated close to the scouts’ village, in the 

middle of the Park, where wildlife is more habituated to people, 

such as the scouts and their families. Therefore, at night, if one 

left the dorm to use the bathroom (some 50 metres from the 

rooms), on the way back, herds of eland or zebra could be found 

grazing around the dorm. While not considered dangerous, 

the scouts (and campers) did not want to disturb the animals, 

which led to some individuals being forced to go and sleep in a 

neighbour’s dorm, with the evening’s fun shared in the morning 

during breakfast. The meal leader would ask: “May I know who 

did not find their way back to the dorm and ended up being in the 

foreign house?” When campers and mentors told their nocturnal 

adventures, it was great fun and always caused much laughter. 

The campers at this particular camp had less to learn about 

names, species and respect of the wildlife there, as they live close 

to the Park and have daily interactions with its wildlife. Their 

lessons were focused mainly on the ecosystem and the role of 

individual wildlife species in it. 
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Mvuu Camp, Liwonde National Park

Highlights:

• Boat safaris were very popular among the campers/children. 

They loved the animals along the river and seeing how hippos 

and crocodiles were sharing the river banks.

• Learning through spots – children and mentors love this very 

much. In most cases it was a match between children and 

mentors.

• Inviting and involving stakeholders in some of the camp learning 

sessions – African Parks environmental experts would come in 

and give lectures to the campers on those topics related to 

conservation and park management. The commitment from 

African Parks was a remarkable highlight.

• The children also loved the end-of-camp graduation ceremony. 

It was a colourful and memorable event. Every camper felt as 

if they were on top of the world when they were put in the 

spotlight, and everyone was paying full attention to them as 

they were speaking out their pledge to the Earth.

W H A T  T H E Y  S A I D … 

I have learned that where we live here on Nyika 

Plateau it is very cold just because it higher than 

other places here in Malawi. My room mentor 

also told me that the higher you go the colder it 

becomes. At first I used to think that the higher 

one goes the hotter it would be because they 

were going towards the Sun. 

Friday Mhango, Chelinda Primary School, 

Nyika National Park

 

I have learnt the English names and local names 

of all the wildlife I saw. I will create a poem 

in which I will mentioning the names of the 

wildlife which I have learnt about, as a way of 

not forgetting them and teaching friends when I 

go home. 

Anock Kaonga, Thazima Primary School near Nyika 

National Park

I have learnt the importance of giving respect 

to others. I have discovered that the more you 

respect others the more they also respect you. 

Christina Chirambo, Chelinda Primary School, Nyika 

National Park

 

I have stopped eating meat from wildlife. I have 

learned how important they are to the whole 

Malawi and not to our village only. 

Idrisa Chisale, Ntangaye Primary School, eastern 

side of Liwonde National Park

 

I will be planting five trees every year, and care 

for them so that they can grow well. I will have a 

forest by the time I become 30 years old. 

Samuel Chitanda, Nanthomba Primary School, 

western side of Liwonde National Park
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMMES

Through our secondary school scholarship programme, which 

is generously supported by donors across the world, we have 

enabled 72 girls and 47 boys to attend secondary schools in 

Malawi.

We have seven girls and eight boys on our tertiary scholarship 

programme studying at various educational institutions across 

Malawi. They are studying in the areas of journalism, teaching, 

tourism, community development and nursing.

This year two male and two female alumni students from the 

Children in the Wilderness Malawi programme participated on 

the six-month Youth Access Conservation and Environmental 

Education Bridging Course at the Southern African Wildlife 

College in South Africa. One of the male students is now working 

as a guide at Central African Wilderness Safaris Mvuu Camp in 

Liwonde National Park.
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Children in the Wilderness Namibia began in 2002 and has hosted more than 

1300 children on annual camps. Eco-Clubs began operating in 2013 and during 

2017 the programme was hosting 340 Eco-Club members in 7 schools. 

N A M I B I A 
C O U N T R Y  R E P O R T
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NAMIBIA NUMBERS – March 2017 to February 2018 

Eco-Club camps 2

Eco-Club camp participants 116

Teachers on all camps 15

Eco-Mentors / volunteers on all camps 16

Wilderness Safaris staff on all camps 10

Children on YES programme 40

YES camps 1

Children on YES camps 40

Eco-Clubs supported 7

Eco-Club members 340

Teachers / Eco-Mentors involved in Eco-Clubs 16

Teachers / Eco-Mentors trained 6

Secondary school scholarships 7

Tertiary scholarships 8

Children on nutrition programmes 20

ECO-CLUBS

Village School Eco-Club 
Members

Eco-Mentors / 
Teachers

Eco-Club Activities

Etosha Okaukuejo Combined School 55 4 Eco-Club school garden
Beads project
Waste management campaigns
Rhino anti-poaching campaigns

Bergsig Jacob Basson Combined School 35 3 Eco-Club school garden
Human wildlife conflicts
Nutrition education
Waste management

Sesfontein Elias Amxab Combined School 40 4 Village clean up
Eco-Club school garden
Cultural regional competition

Outjo 
Constituency

David Khamuxub Primary School 45 2 Human-wildlife conflict
Indigenous medicinal plants awareness
Waste management

Outjo 
Constituency

Werda Project School 55 2 Indigenous medicinal plants awareness
Waste management

Marienfluss 
Conservancy

Otjinungua Mobile School 60 2 Waste management 
Human-wildlife conflict

Warmquelle Warmquelle Primary School 50 3 Recycling campaign
Research on natural pesticides
Eco-Club school garden
Human-wildlife conflict

ECO-MENTOR / TEACHER TRAINING 

Training Venue Attendees From Topics covered

Sesfontein 6 Elias Amxab Combined School
Jacob Basson Combined School
Warmquelle Primary School
Okaukuejo Combined School

Eco-Club curriculum
Eco-Club gardens link with national 
school curriculum
Eco-Club stakeholder engagement 
Eco-Club school projects and 
activities
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ANNUAL CAMPS

In December 2017 Children in the Wilderness Namibia had the 

honour of hosting the Hai//kom San children, who originate from 

Etosha National Park and surrounding resettlements farms, for the 

first time. The group consisted of 24 children and two teachers.

The annual camps were held in the Kunene region at Damaraland 

Camp. We hosted 48 primary school children between grades 4 

and 7, 10 YES programme members, six teachers and a delegate 

from the Ministry of Youth, Sport and National Service. Camp 

lasted three days for each group. 

On the game drives along the Huab River campers had the 

opportunity to see giraffe, oryx, elephant, lizards, and mongooses 

as well as learn about various animal tracks. They dug for water to 

learn about how wildlife survive in the north-west Namib Desert 

when the riverbed is dry. The campers visited Twyfelfontein rock 

engravings which is a renowned World Heritage Site where they 

learned about Stone Age tools, communication, food and shelter.

Nature walks, games, crafts and group work dominated the 

afternoon schedule while group work and presentations ended 

the day. Another amazing surprise on the camp programme was 

the visit to the vibrant Damara Living Museum, which was packed 

with traditional music and dancing, and learning about local herbs, 

indigenous trees and tools used by the Damara/Nama people.

In camp, the children skilled up on topics such as conservation, 

culture, hygiene, sex education, nutrition, substance abuse, peer 

pressure, discipline, respect and the importance of having role 

models especially during their teenage years.

In the end, children returned home inspired while others wished 

to remain at camp indefinitely!

W H A T  T H E Y  S A I D … 

The baby elephants look so happy!

Tjondu Rinovandu

 

We love the meals at camp.

Vivian Uararavi

 

School can be here at this camp?

Elizabeth Hawachab

 

Everything is so clean.

Heinrich Tsawaseb
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMMES

Children in the Wilderness Namibia continues to assist children with 
financial scholarships at secondary school to enable them to continue 
their schooling.

Two male and two female alumni students from the Children in 

the Wilderness Namibia programme participated on the 6-month 

Youth Access Conservation and Environmental Education Bridging 

Course at the Southern African Wildlife College in South Africa. 

These students are now working as Eco-Club Coordinators back in 

their villages, hosting the programme in their local primary schools.

OTHER PROJECTS

Children in the Wilderness Namibia received a generous school 

library sponsorship from the Kickin’ Back organisation for 

Warmquelle Primary School.

NAMIBIA COUNTRY REPORT
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Children in the Wilderness South Africa began in 2003 and has hosted over 

500 children on annual camps since its inception. Eco-Clubs were started 

in 2012 and have had over 1 100 children as members to date.

S O U T H  A F R I C A 
C O U N T R Y  R E P O R T
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SOUTH AFRICA NUMBERS – March 2017 to February 2018 

Eco-Club camps 1

Eco-Club camp participants 24

Teachers on all camps 2

Eco-Mentors/volunteers on all camps 10

Wilderness Safaris staff on all camps 15

Eco-Clubs supported 6

Eco-Club members 203

Teachers/Eco-Mentors involved in Eco-Clubs 4

Eco-Mentor Training 6

ECO-CLUBS

Village School Eco-Club 
Members

Eco-Mentors / 
Teachers

Eco-Club Activities

Makuleke Boxahuku Primary 32 1 Weekly lesson plans include:
Respect, No Littering, Climate Change, Elephants, 
My Body My Planet, Community Debate

Makuleke Makuleke Primary 47 1

Makuleke Makahlule Primary 41 1

Makuleke Joas Phahlela Primary School 29 1

KwaMpukane Vululwazi Primary School 35 1

KwaMqobela KwaMqobela Primary School 19 1

ECO-MENTOR / TEACHER TRAINING 

Training Venue Attendees From Topics covered

Wilderness Safaris Johannesburg 
Office

6 Maramani, Zimbabwe
Mathathane, Botswana
Rocktail, South Africa
Makuleke, South Africa
Simson, South Africa

Budgeting concepts 
Photography
Basic computer skills
Eco-Club lesson activities
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ANNUAL CAMP

We hosted another successful annual camp at Rocktail Beach 

Camp for 24 children from Vululwazi and KwaMqobela Primary 

Schools. A teacher representative from each school also attended.

It was the first time we held this camp in the middle of winter. 

Weather varied between sunny and overcast with wind. Nothing 

deterred the outdoor activities however, including beach games 

and a trip to Lake Sibaya. Leadership values, teambuilding, web 

of life / food chains, turtles and sustainable fishing were included 

in the programme. Each child received a knitted bear from the 

Mother Bear project. Children love receiving Super Camper 

Awards, a lovely book called All About South Africa. It was so 

popular that the camp guides and teachers were asking for copies 

too! The new ‘No Littering’ activity – ten-pin bowling using 

two-litre plastic bottles and a homemade plastic ball – was an 

absolute success with everyone!

OTHER ACTIVITIES

KwaMqobela Primary School Revamp

This school was in need of repair and volunteer Lawrence Mallen 

with a small team of local community women took on the task of 

repairing and repainting the school principal’s office, staff room 

and the school library. 

One of the women assisting Lawrence was Nozipho Mthembu, a 

camper from 2008 at Rocktail Bay Lodge. Nhlakanipho Ngema 

from the neighbouring village, KwaMpukane, joined the team to 

finish off the cleaning and stocking of the library shelves with 

all the new English and isiZulu storybooks that Children in the 

Wilderness had bought for the library. Nhlakanipho was a camper 

at Rocktail Beach Camp in 2011 and 2012. It is so rewarding to 

see these children giving back to their communities! Thank You to 

Lawrence Mallen for taking on the revamp project.

W H A T  T H E Y  S A I D … 

I think is important to keep clean healthy 

invironment (sp) that you live in. 

Nomzamo (12)

 

For the first time I go and make the Tippy Tap. 

Bernia (13)

 

I like the food of the camp. She is vary (sp) good. 

Mpilo (14)

 

I think the camp rules are most important. 

Nonzuzo (14)

 

No littering because you can kill  

animals that live in a water. 

Xolile (12)
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Children in the Wilderness started running annual camps in Zambia in 

2007 and has hosted 584 children on these to date. Eco-Clubs began in 

2013 with over 900 children becoming members since then. 

Z A M B I A 
C O U N T R Y  R E P O R T
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ZAMBIA NUMBERS – March 2017 to February 2018 

Eco-Club camps 1

Eco-Club camp participants 32

Teachers on all camps 5

Eco-Mentors / volunteers on all camps 6

Wilderness Safaris staff on all camps 36

Eco-Clubs Supported 9

Eco-Club members 622

Teachers / Eco-Mentors involved in Eco-Clubs 23

Teachers / Eco-Mentors trained 21

Adult Eco-Clubs 4

Adult Eco-Club participants 110

Primary School scholarships 26

Secondary school scholarships 33

Tertiary scholarships 6

ECO-CLUBS 

Village School Eco-Club 
Members

Eco-Mentors / 
Teachers

Eco-Club Activities

Sinde Twabuka Primary School 65 2 Earthbench
Eco-gardens
Afforestation programme

Simonga Simoonga Secondary School 85 2

Livingstone Holy Cross Basic School 65 2

Lywapa Nalituwe Secondary School 60 2

Lupani Lupani Primary School 65 2

Mapoko Mapoko Primary School 60 2

Kabulwebulwe Kabulwebulwe Basic School 65 2

Jifumpha Jifumpha Basic School 77 1

Kamakeche Kamakache Secondary School 80 1
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ECO-CLUB ACTIVITIES

World Pangolin Day was celebrated by our enthusiastic Zambian 

and Zimbabwean Eco-Club students to get together to participate 

in a morning of fun-filled, interactive activities celebrating this 

wonderful creature, its attributes and understanding that if they, 

the youth, don’t stand together to stop its persecution, they will 

become extinct. 

This scaly mammal has scales made up of keratin – which is the 

same as human hair and nails – with strong powerful claws for 

ripping open ant nests and a long sticky tongue to pick up ants 

and termites. A pangolin’s only means of defence being to roll 

up into a tight ball to protect itself, however no match for the 

poachers who just pick them up. 

The demand for pangolins is predominantly from Asian countries, 

where the scales, unfortunately like the much-exploited rhino 

horn, are believed to have medicinal properties and pangolin flesh 

is considered a real delicacy. As a result it is believed that more 

than a million of these anteaters have been snatched from the 

wild in the last decade. Sadly these scaly anteaters are literally 

being eaten out of existence.

The Eco-Club members carried this serious message to their 

fellow pupils at their respective schools during the next week, 

doing talks, enacting plays depicting the plight of this humble 

mammal, ensuring that all understood the gravity of the situation 

and were united in the fight to prevent its extinction.

ECO-MENTOR / TEACHER TRAINING 

Training Venue Attendees From Topics covered

Sprayview Lodges, Victoria Falls, 
Zimbabwe

12 Mapoko Primary School
Mumbwa District Education 
Office
Lupani Primary School
Holy Cross Basic School
Nalituwe Secondary School
Twabuka Basic School
Simoonga Secondary School

Literacy training for infant grades

Twabuka Primary School 30 Twabuka Teachers 
Siatela Village
Mulauli Village
Katiba Village
Lypwaya Village 
Sewing and tailoring

Basic in budgeting and financial 
management
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ANNUAL CAMPS

Each year, Toka Leya Camp is closed for a brief period during the 

quieter wet-season so that they can be used to host children from 

participating rural schools on the highly-anticipated Eco-Club 

Children’s Camps. Children chosen for the camp have all been 

avid members of Eco-Clubs in their schools and are usually in 

Grade 6, the year before they leave primary school. The aim of 

curriculum at the camps is as an extension and consolidation of 

environmental and life skills learned at their clubs throughout the 

year and includes good old fashioned fun and games too.

In December 2017, Children in the Wilderness Zambezi Region 

hosted one camp of 32 participants at Toka Leya in Zambia. The 

children were from the five primary schools in the Livingstone 

area: Holy Cross, Nalituwe, Simoonga, Twabuka and Lupane. 

On arrival, the children were warmly welcomed by Children in 

the Wilderness and Wilderness Safaris camp staff with song and 

traditional dancing. After the safety talk, the children were taken 

by their Tent Leader to the guest tents which become ‘home’ for 

the duration of camp. On each bed, a gift of a brightly-coloured 

Chitenge tog bag filled with exciting goodies including a water 

bottle, notebook, coloured pencils and other useful stationery 

items as well as the iconic branded camp T-shirts and a cap awaits 

each child. The excitement, pleasure and appreciation on the 

children’s faces is a sight to behold – a very humbling experience.

This year, BIRDS was the theme and all activities incorporated our 

feathered friends and their role in the circle of life; teams were 

each named after a specific bird: Guineafowl, Lilac-Breasted Roller, 

Franklin. Each team designed a poster and a war cry portraying 

their bird, both of which they presented to the rest of the group. 

This is always a fun activity which each group embraces fully, 

doing a wonderful job with their presentations. 

An interesting aspect of each camp is the gentle introduction 

into career guidance with hands-on experience – in the kitchen 

learning how to bake bread, in the workshops learning basic 

vehicle maintenance, and with camp staff learning housekeeping 

skills such as making beds or laying a table for a meal – the aim 

being to show the students the opportunities that await them 

on leaving school if they apply themselves. Much is learnt during 

this time and the children thoroughly enjoy each experience, 

especially when they can enjoy the thrill of being able to eat the 

bread rolls they helped to bake at dinner time. 

The game drives offered first-time opportunities for most of these 

children, seeing and learning about wild animals in their natural 

environment; this had a huge impact on each child. Our Guides 

and Eco-Mentors spent quality time with the groups carefully 

explaining the symbiotic relationship between wildlife, flora and 

fauna – with birds as the central theme. 

Certificates of Participation and Super Camper Awards were 

presented to students, together with a Sasol Field Guide Book 

and a gorgeous teddy bear donated by the “Mother Bear Project” 

in the USA. The Mother Bear Project is dedicated to providing 

comfort and hope to children in emerging nations, by giving them 

a simple gift of a hand-knit bear with a tag signed by the knitter 

with the message that they are unconditionally loved. 

Farewells are often emotional, these camps are both educational 

and inspiring; many new friendships are formed and memories 

are made that will last a lifetime. As we bid farewell to each of 

the 2017 campers, we trust they will return to their homes and 

schools as environmental ambassadors who not only take care of 

the environment, but also inspire their communities and schools 

to do the same. 
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W H A T  T H E Y  S A I D … 

I have learnt about birds, animals, looking  

at the rivers and found new friend.  

I will miss to see animals like the Rhino it was 

my first time to see a Rhino. I will not forget my 

moments and I have enjoyed a lot during camp. 

Hellen Muwana,  

Simoonga Combined Secondary School

 

Here at Toka Leya camp I have learnt about birds 

and animals and what they feed on. I will miss 

learning about birds and wild animals, am also 

going to miss watching at the Zambezi River.

Caroline Mweemba, Twabuka Primary School

 

My Expectation to this camp were to learn and 

know about nature, environment, have fun and 

meet other friends. I learnt more about birds and 

how they adapt to the environment what they 

eat and where they live. I met some new friends 

from other school and we had fun all together.

Esther Kachungu, 

Nalituwe Combined Secondary School

We learnt about the type of birds like the 

Egyptian geese, African fish eagle and we went 

on a game drive, I like the impala and the bush 

buck, I also saw a White Rhino. We went on a 

boat cruise and that was my favourite part of 

the camp. When I go home I want to teach all 

my friends on what I have learnt here like the 

importance of bird in the ecosystem.

Jabulani Nkhata, Nalituwe Secondary School

 

I liked the camp tents, the people and the 

natural habitat. I liked learning about birds other 

animals and protecting the environment.  

I learnt that birds play a very important  

role in the life circle.

Henry Mukun, Holy Cross Primary School

ADULT ECO-CLUBS

 Eco-Club Village No. of 
Women

No. of  
Men

Projects/activities

Sinde Women’s Adult Eco-Club Siatela
Katiba
Mulauli
Lypwaya

40 10 Eco-garden
Sewing project
Woodcarving
Basket weaving 
Knitting
Reforestation

Lupani Youth Club Lupani
Sikauzwe

25 25 Reforestation

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMMES

In Zambia boys 10 boys and 16 girls benefit on our Children in the 
Wilderness Primary Scholarship Programme. 

12 boys and 21 girls were assisted financially to be able to attend 
secondary school in Zambia.

Children in the Wilderness Zambia programme had two male and two 
female students participate on the six-month Youth Access Conservation 
and Environmental Education Bridging Course at the Southern African 
Wildlife College in South Africa.
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Children in the Wilderness Zimbabwe began in 2008 and has hosted 

over 900 children on annual camps to date. Eco-Clubs were initiated in 

Zimbabwe in 2012 and host more than 600 children on a weekly basis at 

their local schools.

Z I M B A B W E 
C O U N T R Y  R E P O R T
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ZIMBABWE NUMBERS – March 2017 to February 2018 

Eco-Club camps 2

Eco-Club camp participants 56

Teachers on all camps 7

Eco-Mentors / volunteers on all camps 2

Wilderness Safaris staff on all camps 16

YES programme participants 150

YES camps 1

YES camp participants 16

Eco-Clubs supported 9

Eco-Club members 615

Teachers / Eco-Mentors involved in Eco-Clubs 18

Teachers / Eco-Mentors trained 12

Adult Eco-Clubs 4

Adult Eco-Club participants 150

Primary School scholarships 195

Secondary school scholarships 71

Tertiary scholarships 17

Children on nutrition programmes 952

ECO-CLUBS

Village School Eco-Club 
Members

Eco-Mentors / 
Teachers

Eco-Club Activities

Ngamo Ngamo Primary School 60 2 Earthbench
Eco-gardens
Afforestation programme

Ziga Ziga Primary School 70 2

Kapane Kapane Primary School 85 2

Mphindo Mphindo Primary School 50 2

Jakalasi Jakalasi Primary School 50 2

Lukosi St Mary’s Primary School 110 2

Jabulani Jabulani Primary School 95 2

B36 Emfudweni Primary School 85 2

Sinamatella Sinamatella Primary School 10 2

ECO-MENTOR / TEACHER TRAINING 

Training Venue Attendees From Topics covered

Sprayview, Victoria Falls 12 St Mary’s
Ziga
Jakalasi 
Mphindo
Jabulani
Ngamo
Victoria Falls schools

Literacy for infant education
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ANNUAL CAMPS

This year’s Camp was held at Wilderness Safaris Davison’s 

Camp. This camp is one of the most prolific wildlife areas in 

Hwange National Park, which makes for exciting game viewing 

for the children. This year’s Camp included 32 children and five 

accompanying teachers from Ziga, Ngamo, Kapane, Jakalasi and 

Mpindo Primary Schools.

The Eco-Club Camps combine leadership skills, environmental 

education and recreation, all in a unique and safe wilderness 

environment, where nature is both the teacher and the healer. 

The programme aims at increasing the children’s understanding 

and appreciation of the diversity of natural environments, as well 

as to encourage children by demonstrating the opportunities 

that exist for them outside of their villages. The programme is 

designed to increase self-esteem, teach new skills and impart 

knowledge to the children.

 

Upon arrival each child, together with their teachers, was given a 

name tag and a kit bag with a variety of toiletry and stationery 

items, as well as brightly-coloured branded T-shirts and caps. The 

children were then divided into groups and shown to the rooms 

that would be ‘home’ for the next four days. 

This year’s theme for the camp was Birds. As such, the children 

were divided into four teams: The Lilac-Breasted Rollers, Kori 

Bustards, Ostriches and Southern Ground Hornbills – all birds 

which are very common in Hwange. There was much excitement 

as the teams came up with creative war cries and designed 

posters using what they could find in the natural environment. 

Each team worked through a variety of teambuilding activities, 

games and bird stations, which aimed to increase the children’s 

understanding and appreciation of the diversity of natural 

environments. It also exposes the children to various job 

opportunities in the lodge industry. The children spent time with 

housekeeping making beds in guest rooms, with the kitchen staff 

learning to bake, and learning how to change a tyre with the 

workshop staff.

 

Every morning, the children participated in morning energisers 

which include simple exercises or fun games which help to warm 

everyone up in preparation for an exciting day. Teams enjoyed 

educational game drives with their expert guides from Davison’s 

Camp and their Eco-Mentors. They learnt about birds, insects and 

animals, and how each part of the eco-system is dependent on the 

next. Each game drive also touches on elements of conservation, 

and the importance of protecting Hwange’s beautiful diversity, 

Children were awarded Super Camper badges throughout camp. 

Eco-Mentors are tasked with looking out for the special attributes 

and qualities of each child – from kindness, to showing a particular 

interest in birds, each child receives this special award. 

Our evening activities included a big bonfire on the first night of 

camp where the children were encouraged to ‘burn their fears’ 

by writing them on a slip of paper and throwing it in the fire. On 

the second night the campers were treated to an entertaining 

and educative movie titled “Paddington”. The movie brought 

out the values that were taught to the students which include 

respect and opportunity amongst other as well as lessons on 

conservation. On the third night, a quiz was held during the day 

to test the children on what they had learnt during their stay in 
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Camp and the team “The Lilac-Breasted Rollers” emerged as the 

winners. Students and Eco-Mentors took a pledge to do their best 

in protecting the environment and animals. Everyone received a 

wristband to be worn as a constant reminder of the pledge made. 

There were bright smiles all around as children cuddled the 

Mother Bear teddy gifts which added to the list of new friends 

they had made during camp. The Davison’s staff danced to the 

drum beat for the children with the chef playing the “guitar”.

 

On the morning of Day 4, as everyone says quick goodbyes and 

our Eco-Club campers of 2017 depart, their hearts are filled with 

joy and determination to go back and make a difference in their 

home and school communities. Much appreciation is extended to 

Wilderness Safaris and their wonderful staff for hosting another 

successful Children in the Wilderness Camp. 

W H A T  T H E Y  S A I D … 

On the game drive we saw animals  

I had never seen before like wild dogs and were 

told names of different birds.

Angela Mpala (Grade 6), Jabulani Primary School

 

For the first time in my life during camp I was 

not afraid and one thing I will always remember 

about camp is I pledged to protect animals. 

Praise Neluswi (Grade 6), St Mary’s Primary School

 

One thing I will always remember about  

camp is that we should not litter. 

Romeo Shoko (Grade 6),  

Sinamatella Primary School

I learnt a lot about conservation and the 

importance of trees in the circle of life. 

Takudzwa Chipato (Grade 6), 

St Mary’s Primary School

 

Wilderness areas are so important to us as they 

raise awareness in protecting our environment. 

Jacqueline Tarara (Eco-Mentor), 

St Mary’s Primary School

 

The annual camp hosted by CITW helped  

the pupils to learn about conservation  

of nature and how best they can protect the 

animals from being endangered

Samukeliso Tshuma (Eco-Mentor), 

Kapane Primary School
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ADULT ECO-CLUBS 

Name of Club Village No. of 
Women

No. of  
Men

Adult Eco-Club Projects / Activities

Jabulani Women’s Group Ngamo
Zandile

50 2 Sewing
Knitting
Goat rearing
Chickens

Ziga Women’s Group Ziga 50 5 Sewing
Knitting
Goat rearing
Chickens

St Mary’s Women’s Group Lukosi 25 5 Sewing
Knitting

ADULT EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

Venue Attendees Community Topics

Jabulani Primary School 25 Jabulani community Basic budgeting and financial 
management
Sewing and tailoring

St Mary’s Primary School 30 St Mary’s community women

Ngamo 
Siwela

55 Ngamo community

Ziga Primary School 35 Ziga community

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMMES

The Children in the Wilderness scholarship programme in 

Zimbabwe assists 61 boys and 105 girls to attend primary school 

and enables 56 boys and 65 girls to attend secondary school, 

something they would not be able to do without this assistance.

Two males and two female alumni students from the Children in 

the Wilderness Zimbabwe programme participated on the six-

month Youth Access Conservation and Environmental Education 

Bridging Course at the Southern African Wildlife College in South 

Africa. One of the females, Brigit Mack is now a trainee manager 

at a Wilderness Safaris camp in Hwange National Park.
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F U N D R A I S I N G

The costs of operating and continually growing the Children 

in the Wilderness programme in seven African countries are 

extensive. We are very grateful for all the support that we receive 

from Wilderness Safaris and its guests, tour operators and other 

travel agencies and corporate companies who give monetary 

donations, goods in kind and in some instances sponsor a part 

of the programme, such as Eco-Clubs, Eco-Mentor Training, an 

annual camp, etc.

The full membership fee to join the Wilderness Safaris Residents 

Programme (wilderness-residents.co.za) is a charitable donation 

to Children in the Wilderness – thus making a significant 

difference and allowing us to grow the programme each year. 

However, over and above this, in order for the programme to be 

sustainable, Children in the Wilderness needs to run fundraising 

activities and events for the group as a whole, while each country 

is also responsible for initiating some of its own fundraising 

activities.

Children in the Wilderness’ prime fundraising activity for all the 

regions is our annual mountain bike event – the Nedbank Tour 

de Tuli. With the cooperation of the governments of Botswana, 

South Africa and Zimbabwe, the mountain biking adventure 

continues to grow in popularity every year whilst generating 

revenue for Children in the Wilderness. 

Now one of South Africa’s premier multi-stage, multi-country 

mountain bike tours, in 2017, the 13th annual Nedbank Tour de 

Tuli took place. Aside from its success in the cycling fraternity, 

the overriding objective is to raise money for the Children in the 

Wilderness programme and that we did, raising R2.4 million!

The Tour comprised 255 cyclists, as well as some 150 staff 

and volunteers who did everything possible to create the 

adventure of a lifetime. It is four days of serious single-track 

riding, mainly along elephant and other game trails, deep into 

rural areas. Approximately 250 kilometres are covered, with the 

cyclists crossing at specially arranged informal borders between 

Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe. The cooperation and 

success of this event is an excellent demonstration of the ability 

of all three countries to manage matters related to cross-border 

access and consolidating the foundation of the cross-border 

concept of Transfrontier Conservation Areas and Parks.

The Tour starts in the Northern Tuli Game Reserve in Botswana. 

From here, cyclists ride through the south-western corner of 

Zimbabwe and end in South Africa’s Mapungubwe National Park 

– a World Heritage Site. Some cyclists were lucky enough to 

enjoy sightings of elephant, leopard and lots of plains game. A 

beer in the community and cultural interaction were just some of 

the highlights for many cyclists. 

A wonderful donation from Wilderness Safaris of backpacks, each 

with a stationery set inside, was carried by the cyclists to Lentswe 

le Moriti Primary School and handed over to the children. The 

overnight camps were set up in scenic locations along the route, 

providing a fitting end to a hard day in the saddle.

While the Tour attracts many top South African business leaders, 

we are also seeing more international participants attending this 

event. This year’s event was represented by a “united nations,” 

including Australia, Botswana, UK, Canada, Netherlands, France, 

Germany, Switzerland, USA and Zimbabwe. 
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12th annual Nedbank Tour de Tuli
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If you are interested in helping us with our programme, there 

are a number options available as below:

1. Donate Online

 www.childreninthewilderness.com

2.  Deposit directly into a Children in the Wilderness Country 

Bank Account

When donating to a specific country, please email info@

childreninthewilderness.com with your name, donation 

amount, and the country or project to which you would like 

to donate funds and we will send the relevant bank details. 

 Note to South African donors: Children in the Wilderness 

has a Beneficiary Analysis Certificate, certifying that 100% 

of its beneficiaries are black children. Donors can thus claim 

the full donation back on the basis of the Socio Economic 

Development and BEE Scorecard. 

3. For US donors: Payment via Empowers Africa

Empowers Africa is a U.S. public charity under IRC Section 

501(c)(3) that can facilitates tax-deductible donations for U.S. 

donors on behalf of Children in the Wilderness. Empowers 

Africa does not charge any administrative fees, therefore, 

100% of funds donated to Empowers Africa on behalf 

of Children in the Wilderness are granted directly to the 

respective Trusts.

To donate, please go to 

https://empowersafrica.org/children-in-the-wilderness/ 

4. Wilderness Safaris Agents

Wilderness Safaris agents can elect to give a donation per 

booking to Children in the Wilderness that will be invoiced at 

the time of making your reservation. Should you be interested in 

this option, please email info@childreninthewilderness.com to 

facilitate this process.

5. Other options:

 •  Become a Fundraising Ambassador – Create a fundraising 

event or participate in a sporting event and make Children 

in the Wilderness the beneficiary. You can create your 

own webpage and circulate to potential donors who 

can donate online via credit card at the GivenGain site:  

www.givengain.com/cause/4773/ 

 •  Donations in kind – i.e. services or products in kind that 

could be utilised on the programme and thereby reduce 

the camp’s operational costs. These would include items 

such as stationery, sporting equipment, school equipment, 

etc. When making donations in kind, please ensure that 

the relevant Programme Coordinator is advised in advance 

as there is paperwork for importation that is required to 

be completed. In some instances relevant import fees may 

outstrip the value of the goods and therefore this does need 

some consideration.

With the right sponsorship, Children in the Wilderness has the potential to 

make a huge contribution not only to the children of Africa but to the long-

term sustainability of Africa’s parks and wildlife. 

M A K E  A
D I F F E R E N C E
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CHILDREN IN THE WILDERNESS COMMUNICATIONS

 

We communicate with all supporters of our programme via an 

email newsletter every three months, as well as daily on our 

Facebook page (www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness). 

Should you wish to be included in the newsletter communication, 

please email info@childreninthewilderness.com. You can also 

follow us on Instagram: childreninthewilderness
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OUR SPONSORS AND DONORS

We are very grateful to all the individuals, companies, 

travel partners and charitable trusts and foundations 

for their generous support. We certainly could not have 

achieved what we have to date without your kind support. 

We would also like to thank and acknowledge all our 

cyclists, volunteers and various fundraising ambassadors 

who participate in our many fundraising events and also 

arrange and operate their own. Your donations have 

made an enormous difference to the Children in the 

Wilderness programmes!

Thank you for your support.

Adventure Camping Hire
Africa Inscribed
African Adventure Company
African Wildlife Fund
Alyce Richardson
American Embassy Botswana
American Society of Travel Agents
Andrea Bolte
Andrew Rogers
Angela and Hans Smidt
Anne and Christopher Lewis
Anthony Furnari and Ira Guttentag
Arthur Raisfeld
Arts for Animals
Ashley Martis and Lucky Kalsi
Axel Schimmelpfennig
Barbara Nelson
Be Girl Inc.
Beyond Expeditions – Peter van Kets and Jacques Marais
Bidvest Car Rental Namibia
Blue Continent Products
Bourke Family Foundation
Brick House Fund
Bronwell Travel
Bruce Locke
Bryte Risk Services Botswana
Candice Bollert
Candyce Stapen and Family
Carli Flemmer
Caroline Travels The World LLC
Catamaran Charters Namibia
Central African Wilderness Safaris
Charles and Judith Broida
Charles Webster 
Cheryl Steele Group
Claude and Barbara Mayfiled
Cobb Goff
Connie Rynalshki

Cox and Kings
Currie & Co. Travels Unltd Charitable Fund
Dave and Sandra
Dave Thomas
David Aboodi – DKA Charitable Foundation 
David and Amy Carson
David and Dorothy Courtis
David and Jacs Taylor Smith
David Schroedel
Davie and Jackie March
Davie and Julie
DC Signs
Deloitte 
Different.org
Diane Ney
Dion Coakley
Discover Africa
Don Sodo
Dorothy O’Donnell
Dorothy Smith Hines
Douglas Hepper
Edward and Lauren Langston
Elephant Cooperation
Eliezer Livnat
Elizabeth Workman, Whispering Bells Foundation
Emma Badger and Emma Bryant
Empowers Africa
Epic Holidays
E-Power Consulting and Construction
Exclusive Resorts
Extraordinary Journeys
Eyes on Africa Limited
Fidelity Charitable
Filipe Canto Castro
Floyd Dowell
Furnari and Guttentag Families
Grand Circle Foundation
Greater Houston Community Foundation
GS Elkin Trust
Heike Trines
Heilie Lyons
Hochland 154 Round Table
Hunter Valley Grammar School
International Women’s Association of Malawi
Intrepid Expeditions
James Angelone
Jean Wick
Jeffrey Beck
John Wiest
Katherine Dodds
Katherine Ratcliff
Kathy Karn Pearce
Kathy Mills
Kay Rickleman (Webster)
Kendra Olson
Kevin and Jane O’Brian
Khomas Trust
Kickin’ Back Limited
Kim Meecham



121OUR SPONSORS AND DONORS

Kitty Swenson
Lagoon Chalets
Lazy Lizard Travel
Lesley Kaye
Linda Royer
Lindsay Aegerter
Litewka Foundation
Liz Bond
Lucas M. Felipe
Lucy Vengrow
M4Jam – Alyssa Jansen van Vuuren
Mango Safaris LLC
Mapungubwe National Park, South Africa
Marilyn Knowles and Group
Mark Kaufman
Markeeta Brown
Marlis Arkcoll and Eric Juncker  
Mashatu Game Reserve
Merrie Zakaras
Michael Fitzgerald – Frontiers International Travel
Michael Rivers and Sarah Stair
Michael Weinman
Mother Bear Project
Muffet Family
Namibian Maritime and Fisheries Institute
National Commission of Science and Technology, Namibia
National Marine Aquarium of Namibia
Natural Habitat Adventures
Nedbank
Ngamiland Adventure Safaris
Nichols Family
Nick and Risa Ann Marmontello
Nicole Peters
Nicole Robb
Norman Tjombe
Ongava Game Reserve
Pack For A Purpose
Paul Jensen
Paul Walker
Peace Parks Foundation
Peggy Thompson
Penelope Andrews
Penjoyan Family Trust
People’s Trading Centre
Pete Valentin
Petru Ebersohn
Planting Hope
Qhubeka Bicycles
Rampa Hormel
Rebecca Zuurbier
Rene Pizzo
Rick House Fund within Vermont Community Foundation
Rick Redalen
Rob Ramsell
Robert Boyar and Barbara Mitchell
Ronald Papell
Rosemary Pencil Foundation
Rotary Club of Port Orange, Florida
Russel and Bonnie Friedman

Ruth Kellerman
Sally and Dave Pearson and Dennis Manalo
Santova Corporate Services
Sarah Culhane 
Sarah Mogk
Schultz Family Foundation 
Singita
Southern African Wildlife College
Stanley Rosenwieg
Sue Deveroux
Susan Turner
Susan Williams
Susie Norbeck Group
Sylvie Pons and Makila Voyages
T C S Travel World
Tania Principe
Tasimba, LLC
The Karell Travel Group
The Per and Astrid Heidenreich Family Foundation
The Wright Family – El Hefni Training Foundation
Thomas Vogelsang
Timothy Werdmann
Tony Pollastrini
Tony Roche
Tour de Tuli cyclists
Tour de Tuli suppliers
Tour de Tuli superstar volunteers
Tourvest – Janine Potgieter 
Tuli Conservation Trust
Tunacor Fishing
Ulla and John Howard
Valeur Investments
Vee and Eric Romero Charitable Fund
Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust
Virginia Yacht Club
Wayne & Mary Jane Poverstein
Wecke n Voigts
Wesley and Linda Denering
Wild Horizons Wildlife Orphanage and Sanctuary
Wilderness Air
Wilderness Safaris 
Wilderness Safaris Members Club
Zambezi Cycle Challenge
Zambezi Schoolbooks
A number of anonymous donors

Finally, a huge thanks to all the wonderful volunteers  

across our programmes, events and regions.
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www.wildernesstrust.com | www.childreninthewilderness.com


